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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                  December 10, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. 
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the November 12, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Check numbers 18328, 18475, and 18557 totaling $115.71 were voided due to being misplaced by recipients. New checks were reissued and are included in the Bills For Payment.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $55,803.95; receipts $0.00; disbursements $8,201.67; ending balance $47,602.28
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $114,488.94; receipts $80.00: disbursements $2,618.70; ending balance $111,950.24
CORONAVIRUS RELIEF AID: beginning balance $0.00; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $0.00 
SLC CARES ACT BLOCK GRANT: beginning balance $552.00; receipts $0.00; disbursements $96.70; ending balance $455.30

FIRE FUND: beginning balance $5,064.31; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $5,064.31
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,419.06; receipts $662.58; disbursements $1,216.53; ending balance $14,865.11
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $9,782.53; receipts $0.00; disbursements $207.51; ending balance $9,575.02
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $13,573.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $13,573.72
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $30,911.09; receipts $677.50; disbursements $1.75; ending balance $31,586.84
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $245,595.60
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $1,420.08 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $12,342.86
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $234,672.82
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $2,810.20
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $237,483.02
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $75,114.54
INTEREST: $1.75
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $75,116.29
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 11/30/20 $309,789.11 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $219.00 to be withdrawn on January 3, 2021 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 11/30/2020
18622-18641

$   5,266.79
METRO
Printing fee
18642


$        35.61

Biss Lock, Inc.
Duplicate Keys
18643


$        12.00

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
18644


$      176.02
Norland Environmental Service
Garbage service
18645


$      105.30
Stephanie Bergum
Election Mileage
18646


$          6.90

Kim Erickson
Election Mileage
18647


$          0.86
Megan Julin
Mileage
18648


$      126.50

Sandi Nelson
Election mileage
18649


$          0.58

Calla Peterson
Mileage
18650


$        37.95

Tim Randall
Mileage
18651


$        24.73

JoAnne Saline
Election mileage
18652


$        16.10

Janis Wendall
Election mileage
18653


$          2.88      

Laura Yrjanson
Election mileage
18654


$        11.50 

St. Louis County Public Works
Snowplowing First Half
18655


$   5,947.50

Capital One
Office Supplies/Subscriptions
18656


$      501.02

Stephanie Bergum
REISSUED Check
18657


$          3.45
PERA
Retirement
18658


$      500.89

Will Keyes
REISSUED Check
18659


$        56.13

Will Keyes
REISSUED Check
18660


$        56.13

Summit Companies
Fire Ext. Inspection/replacement
18661


$      660.00

Menards-Virginia
Community Center Supplies
18662


$        19.99
Lake Country Power
Electric
12201


$      283.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
12202


$      224.01
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
12203


$   1,039.11

Total For Period $15,114.95
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18622 – 18662 including debit #12201-12203 totaling $15,114.95 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
There were no residents or guests.

Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

LIAISON COMMUNICATION: Community partner weekly letters

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates and Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Food License renewal*


DEPT OF REVENUE: Changing filing cycle*

MN TOWNSHIP ASSOC: November Newsletter

ST. LOUIS COUNTY TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: Agenda, Updates

CALGARO & SONS TREE SERVICE: Tree removal proposal*

IRON RANGE CONTRUCTORS: Updated tree service proposal*

TOM JOHNS: Letter concerning property taxes

RIVERS BEND EATERY

FEDERATED CO-OPS: Propane safety information

POSTER COMPLIANCE CENTER: Updated Labor Law poster, posted

PERAphase

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Fire Wise: Cotton Volunteer Fire Department have been busy installing 911 address signs. Clerk will submit volunteer time sheet to Gloria Erickson, St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator.

Payroll EFT: More information needed from American Bank. Tabled.
CONTINUUM 
Roads / Gravel Pit: Supervisor Randall will check condition of the pit in the spring. The work completed by Wood Brothers last month looks good. 
Community Center: Facility custodian has been added to the list of Menards Authorized Purchasing Agents. The vacuum broke and needs to be replaced. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve up to $200 to replace vacuum. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Supervisor Mevissen was concerned about possible water leak in the furnace room. Groundskeeper examined the water line and copper fitting. He determined the corrosion was caused by previous moisture. He cleaned the area and will check periodically to ensure there are no leaks. He also changed the water filter and cleaned the iron deposits from the filter hosing. The door handle on the women’s restroom was damaged and replaced. Clerk will contact Eveleth Post Master to see if progress has been made on repairing/replacing the flooring damaged by mail carts in the Cotton Post Office. 
Cemetery: There is a tree in the cemetery that needs to be removed by a tree service because of the size and proximity to headstones. An estimate from Calgaro Tree Service and revised estimate from IRC (Iron Range Constructors) were reviewed. The estimate received from IRC was most cost effective. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to hire Iron Range Constructors to remove the tree, stump and debris from the cemetery for $1,200.00 Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Meetings: St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting January 27, 2020 @ 6:30pm; Town Board Meeting January 14, 2020 @ 6:00pm. List of virtual meetings with log in information posted.
NEW BUSINESS
Board of Audit: The Board of Audit/Budget Meeting needs to be held prior to March 2, 2021. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to schedule the 2021 Board of Audit/Budget Meeting for Wednesday, February 17th, 2021 at 4:00pm. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED
Filing Dates: Filing dates for town offices are December 29, 2020 through January 12, 2021 5:00pm

Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) 2021 Contract and Financial Report: The clerk provided a copy of CVFD bylaws to the CVFD treasurer. The bylaws state CVFD financial books should be given to the town board for audit the last week of December. This deadline is difficult because bank statements, bills and receipts may not be able to be obtained until after the first of the year. Treasurer will supply the financial books as soon as possible. There were no changes from last year to the CVFD 2021 Contract. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department 2021 Contract totaling $40,000.00. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
MN Department of Health Food License: Food license will expire January 1, 2021. It is undetermined when the township will be able to allow events that would require a food license due to COVID-19. MN Dept. of Health was contacted to discuss options. The township does not need to pay until 14 days prior to an event. The township will renew the license as events are scheduled and governor’s restrictions lifted. 
MN Department of Revenue Filing Cycle Change: The MN department of Revenue will be changing the township’s filing cycle from an annual filer to a monthly filer because of the large gravel sale in 2019 to KGM Contractors. The Treasurer requested the township be added to a stop cycle change list to try to be switched back to an annual filer. Tabled
Capital One: Treasurer Peterson was concerned of possible fraudulent activity on the credit card due to an unknown charge on the bill. Card was canceled and a new card ordered. It was later determined by the treasurer that there was no fraudulent activity. 
Wage Schedule: The 2021 Wage Schedule was presented. Treasurer Peterson feels she deserves to be paid the same wage as the clerk because she’s been doing a lot of work lately and she feels the clerk and treasurer do a lot of the same types of things. She also has been doing a lot of reports. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to increase Calla Peterson’s treasurer wage from $19.24/hour to 21.63/hour. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) has been offering virtual training sessions. Training attended in person is paid at meeting rate. The virtual training sessions are shorter length than in person training. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve any training attended virtually be paid at $25.00/hour recorded on an hourly basis. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2021 Wage Schedule. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 6:45 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

