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BOARD OF APPEAL & EQUALIZATION                                                                  April 14, 2021

The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. in the community center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Due to COVID-19 pandemic Cotton Township provided the option to join the meeting both in person and via telephone or other electronic means pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021. Notice was published in the Mesabi Daily News and the Duluth News Tribune. Notice was posted at the designated posting places, Cotton Community Center, Wilbert Café and Speedway. Cotton Township Board members present in the community center were Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were two property owners present, list on file with the town clerk. Cotton Township Supervisor, St. Louis County Residential Appraisers Perry Ponshock and Sean Worthington, and St. Louis County Commercial Appraiser Ben Hansen attended virtually via GoToMeeting.
It is the town board’s responsibility to conduct the business of the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization. The Local Board of Appeal & Equalization has the power to reduce and increase the market value and to review the classification of individual properties upon petition of the taxpayer, and to determine whether corrections may be needed. The representatives from the county assessor’s office are here to answer inquiries and, if requested by the town board, to make recommendations on appropriate changes. An appeal must be made at the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting to entitle the taxpayer to a hearing at the County Board of Appeal & Equalization. 
Included in the town minutes are the St. Louis County minutes with detailed information on each parcel. The motions for the town minutes will list the parcel code numbers and the county minutes may be referenced.
The board heard from commercial property owner Steve Luiten, parcel 305-0020-04080. St. Louis County assessed the land value at $48,300 and the building value at $128,700, totaling 177,000. After speaking with Mr. Luiten prior to this meeting, St. Louis County Commercial Appraiser Ben Hansen adjusted the building value from $128,700 to $109,700, there was no change to the land value. Mr. Luiten expressed to the board that he felt the building value of $109,700 was too high based off the valuations of other fully operating businesses in the area considering his buildings require lots of repairs before they can be operational. There was discussion between the board and SLC Assessors about the valuations of surrounding businesses. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keys to reduce the building value of 305-0020-04080 from $109,700 to $99,000. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

St. Louis County representative, Perry Ponshock spoke with property owner 305-5021-0010 prior to the meeting. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept St. Louis County’s recommendation to reduce the land value of 305-5021-0010. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. St. Louis County representative, Perry Ponshock spoke with property owner 305-0020-02168 prior to the meeting. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept St. Louis County’s recommendation to reduce the land value of 305-0020-02168. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

As there was no other business Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that the meeting be adjourned at 5:00 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Respectfully submitted,





________________________________



Town Clerk
