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BOARD OF APPEAL & EQUALIZATION                                                                     May 4, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. in the community center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Notice was published in the Mesabi Daily News and the Cotton Chronicle. Notice was posted at the designated posting places, Cotton Community Center, Wilbert Café and Speedway. Cotton Township Board members present in the community center were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen, and Clerk Megan Julin. St. Louis County Appraisal Supervisor Mason Couvier and Residential Appraisers Cassondra Roseth and Rebecca Forsberg were present. There were 7 property owners present. List on file with the clerk. 

Supervisor Nelson stated it is the town board’s responsibility to conduct the business of the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization. The Local Board of Appeal & Equalization has the power to reduce and increase the market value and to review the classification of individual properties upon petition of the taxpayer, and to determine whether corrections may be needed. Representatives from the St. Louis County Assessor’s Office are here to answer inquiries and, if requested by the town board, to make recommendations on appropriate changes. An appeal must be made at the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting to entitle the taxpayer to a hearing at the County Board of Appeal & Equalization. 
Included in the town minutes are the St. Louis County minutes with detailed information on each parcel. The motions for the town minutes will list the parcel code numbers and the county minutes may be referenced.
The board heard from property owner Mike Brostrom, parcel 305-0000-09270. St. Louis County recommended reducing the building value due to effective age and access issues.
The board heard from property owner James Rich, parcel 305-0040-00140. St. Louis County recommended reducing the building value due to quality and condition of the house.

The Board heard from Ann Kieffaber, parcel 305-0010-04690. St. Louis County recommended reducing the land value due to access difficulties.

The Board heard from Julie Kellner, parcel 305-0010-03270. St. Louis County recommended reducing the land and building values to reflect the condition of the house and frontage more accurately. 
The Board heard from Joe Keough, parcel 305-0010-01710. St. Louis County did not recommend any changes and feel the valuation is fair and accurate. 
The Board heard from Bryan Preston, parcel 305-0010-02970. St. Louis County did not recommend any changes and feel the valuation is fair and accurate. 

Property owner Ronald Peterson, parcel 305-0030-00140 spoke with St. Louis County representatives prior to the meeting. St. Louis County recommended reducing the building value. The structure should be valued as a sleeper rather than a new cabin.  

Property owner William Koivisto, parcel 305-0010-02190, spoke with St. Louis County representatives prior to the meeting. St. Louis County recommended reducing the land value to account for underwater acres.
Property owner Kevin Karppinen, parcel 305-0010-04740, spoke with St. Louis County representatives prior to the meeting. St. Louis County recommended reducing the land value to reflect access.

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept St. Louis County’s recommendations to reduce the land and building values of 305-0000-09270, 305-0040-00140, 305-0010-04690, 305-0010-03270, 305-0030-00140, 305-0010-02190, and 305-0010-04740. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye.  Larry Keough Abstain. MOTION CARRIED.
As there was no other business Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at 5:15 p.m. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________



Town Clerk
