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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                         August 9, 2018

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Calla Peterson, Treasurer Debbie Leppala, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. Residents present were Larry Smith and Mark Johnston. Guest present was Jake Demenge, Jake’s Grading.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the July 12, 2018 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $49,927.70; receipts $44,421.99; disbursements $7,769.03; ending balance $86,580.66
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$38,670.09); receipts $33,048.60: disbursements $14,021.98; ending balance (-$19,643.47) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $2,306.78; receipts $18,445.97; disbursements $38.46; ending balance $20,714.29
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $13,944.80 receipts $3,309.05 disbursements $1,181.44; ending balance $16,072.41
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,861.60; receipts $3,007.45; disbursements $818.29; ending balance $14,050.76
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $5,204.67; receipts $1,814.48; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $7,019.15
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $29,427.00; receipts $2,198.41; disbursements $1,640.86; ending balance $29,984.55
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,002.46
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $106,245.95 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $25,470.06
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $154,778.35
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,583.86
INTEREST: $140.86
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,724.72
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 7/31/18 $238,503.07 

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 7/31/2018
17699-17721

$   4,844.84
Cook News Harold
Chronicle printing & delivery 
17722


$      360.00

Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
17723


$        34.95
Cardmember Services
Supplies 
17724


$        39.99
SLC Sheriff’s Vol. Rescue Squad
Contribution
17725


$      500.00  
L & M Supply
Supplies for grounds
17726


$        94.06
Jake’s Companies LLC
Grading, Dust Control & mowing
17727


$   8,725.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage
17728


$      160.00

Megan Julin
Mileage-Census 
17729


$        30.52
Will Keyes
Mileage-roads
17730


$        25.07
Debbie Leppala
Mileage-dump
17731


$          3.27

Sandi Nelson
Mileage–election 
17732


$        67.58

Norman Peterson
Mileage-grounds
17733


$        63.22

Chris Rands
Deposit reimbursement
17734


$      100.00
Cot.Vol. Fire Dept.
Contract-2nd half of 2018
17735


$ 15,000.00
Sam’s Club
Supplies
17736


$      281.02

PERA
Retirement
17737


$      555.58
APG Media of MN
Public Accuracy notice
17738


$        19.94

Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
8181 


$      265.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
8182


$      186.88
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
8183


$   1,051.02
Wex Bank
Gas
8186


$        31.94

Total For Period $32,439.88
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #17699 – 17738 including debit #8181, 8182, 8183, and 8186 totaling $32,439.88 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Jake Demenge, Jake’s Grading gave an update on the township roads. 
Larry Smith and Mark Johnston, Cotton Firefighter Relief Assoc., presented a cost analysis to raise the yearly benefit level to $1,500 (per year of service) for the Cotton volunteer firefighters. The Cotton Fire Dept. is planning to turn its retirement plan over to the Public Employees Retirement Association of MN (PERA) and once they join PERA they can’t increase the benefit level for 5 years. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to raise the yearly benefit level from $1,000 to $1,500 for the Cotton Volunteer Fire Dept. Relief Assoc. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Township Final Levy Certification, Election information* 


PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVEL: Variance approval, Comprehensive Land Use Plan, Land Use Permit Summary* 

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

DEPT of NATURAL RESOURCES: Andy Schmidt and Kim Boland regarding the water level on Strand Lake*

DEPT. OF REVENUE: 2019 Certified Town Aid*

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT):  Notice of District 10 Meeting, August update 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE: New payment process*

NATIONAL COMMUNITY NIGHT OUT: St. Louis Cty Sheriff’s Dept. Lt. Abernethy and Deputy Fye; Life Link III Katie Burkart; Safe Kids NE MN Allison Nicolson; Old School Lives Ginger Kinsley; all regarding attending event

ROY LEPAK: Water level on N. Strand Lake Road*

CONNIE GUNDERSON: Kauppi Lake Road*

AMERICAN TRANSPARENCY: Request for copy of records* MAT Attorney Fenske: Reply

APE MEDIA OF MN: Mesabi Daily News tear sheet for publishing

MENARDS: Authorized purchasing agents* 

COTTON CHRONICLE

2018 MN FALL EXPO

CENTRAL ST. LOUIS COUNTY FAIR

NEWSLINE & STRICTLY BUSINESS

THE OUTLET

NORTHSPAN

SERVSAFE

TOWNSHIP INSIDER

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Beaver Pond Leveler: Received a letter from Connie Gunderson that she feels the ditches needs to be cleaned out before a pond leveler installed on Kauppi Lake Road. The outlet culvert may have water running under it. Get an estimate from Tracy Excavating to ditch around first curve on Kauppi Lake Road. Clerk will talk to the DNR Hydrologist about the outlet culvert on Kauppie Lake. Both Smith and Johnston have beaver dams on their property. 
CONTINUUM
Roads:  Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have St. Louis County replace signs on McKay Road, Moberg Road, and Cemetery Road.  Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center: Water spots on the ceiling. Supervisor Kinsley will examine the roof. 
Meetings: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to change the September Town Board meeting to Monday, September 17, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  MN Association of Townships District Meeting August 30, 6:00 p.m. 
NEW BUSINESS
Roy Lepak: The Board discussed the letter sent regarding the high water at Lepak’s and the ditching the town did on the culvert on North Strand Road. Clerk will send a letter to Roy Lepak informing him the town is working with the DNR concerning the water outlet of Strand Lake. 
The Clerk signed the certification of the 2018 Township Levy, collectible in 2019, total $180,559. It will be sent to the St. Louis County Auditor’s office. 

St. Louis Cty. Land Use Permit Summary is a new report distributed by the Planning and Community Development. On file.

Donations: Letters will be sent to everyone that donated to the National Night Out. Kortney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign resolution #18-131 Accepting Donations. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
RESOLUTION #18-131

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

WHEREAS, 
Cotton Township is authorized to accept and maintain donations of real and personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statues Section 468.03 for the benefit of the citizens; and 

WHEREAS, 
The following persons and entities have offered to contribute the donations set forth below to the township:

Name of Donor


Donation

The Dawghouse


$5.00 gift card, hat


Lee Leighton


$20.00


McDonald’s Hermantown

Orange drink


Razor Sharp


Two gift baskets, $25 gift certificate


Super America


Two $10.00 gift certificates


The Wilbert


Two $10.00 gift certificates

Sandi Nelson


Prizes
WHEREAS, the terms or conditions of the donations, if any, are as follows:


Donation Number


Terms or Conditions





National Night Out
WHEREAS, All such donations have been contributed to the township for the benefit of its citizens, as allowed by law; and

WHEREAS, The Township Board finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF COTTON TOWNSHIP, ST. LOUIS COUNTY, 
MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS:
1. The donation described above are accepted and shall be used in accordance with noted terms or conditions either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed by law. 

2. The town clerk is hereby directed to acknowledge to each donor the town’s acceptance of the donor’s donation.




American Transparency: Pursuant to the MN Data Practices Act, American Transparency is requesting copies of employee records for 2017. Contacted MAT attorney Steve Fenske regarding this email. The Board said if the company contacts the town again, inform them we aren’t a metro-area township so the Data Practices Act does not apply to Cotton and the deputy clerk wages would need to be paid in advance if they want copies.
U. S. Postal Service: Would Cotton like to have automatic payment for the Cotton Post Office-decline.

Menards: Purchase agents signed.

Lawnmower: The Town’s lawnmower is using a lot of oil and other problems. The Board said to look into a new lawnmower.

Discussed Norm and Sirley Peterson’s retirement. No one has come in for an application for the groundskeeper position. 
Swing set is repaired. New swing clamps were purchased and installed. 
As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 6:47 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

 





Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Deputy Town Clerk 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

