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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                         August 8, 2019

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Treasurer Calla Peterson and Clerk Megan Julin. Residents/groundskeepers Larry & Mary Anne Keough.
Clerk’s minutes. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the July 11, 2019 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $58,645.69; receipts $44,181.10; disbursements $4,916.41; ending balance $97,910.38
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$51,596.45); receipts $32,915.57: disbursements $19,080.00; ending balance (-$37,760.88) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance (-$1,944.35); receipts $24,304.54; disbursements $43.53; ending balance $22,316.66
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,241.59 receipts $4,623.07 disbursements $1,133.73; ending balance $18,730.93
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $8,402.88; receipts $3,288.24 disbursements $630.36 ending balance $11,060.76
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $8,292.29; receipts $1,792.95; disbursements $16.99; ending balance $10,068.25
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $28,450.57; receipts $51,349.03; disbursements $40,145.91; ending balance $39,653.69
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $65,492.22
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $162,454.50 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $65,966.93
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $161,979.79
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $112.26

TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $162,092.05

INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $84,216.64
INTEREST: $145.91
SOLD CD’s: $10,000.00 and $40,000.00

PURCHASED CD’s: $20,000.00 and $20,000.00 

INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,362.55
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 7/31/19 $236,342.34 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 7/31/2019
18094-18107

$   4,447.52
Jake’s Companies
Mowing
18108


$   3,120.00     
Menards Virginia
Maintenance Supplies
18109


$        69.57
SLC Sheriff’s Vol Rescue
Contribution
18110


$      500.00

Forum Communications
Chronicle
18111


$      328.44

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle
18112


$      160.00  

Larry Keough
Mileage & reimbursement
18113


$        61.68
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage & reimbursement
18114


$        51.12
Megan Julin
Mileage & reimbursement
18115


$      197.04
Calla Peterson
Mileage & reimbursement
18116


$        69.69
Kourtney Kinsley
Mileage
18117


$        18.56
Stephanie Bergum
Reimbursement
18118


$        53.48

Tracy Excavating
Cremation burial
18119


$      250.00

Wex
Gas & credit
18120


$        30.01

Norland Environ. Service
Garbage service
18121


$      257.40

L & M Supply
Starter Pulley
18122


$        29.91


PERA
Retirement
18123


$      314.60
McRae Land Improvement
Tree removal
18124


$      475.00

Lake Country Power 
Utilities
8191


$      260.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
8192


$      186.90

Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
8193


$      760.67

Total For Period $11,641.59
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign the claims list for #18094 – 18124 including debit #8191-8193 totaling $11,641.59 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

PLANNING DEPT: Decision of Board of Adjustment

PUBLIC WORKS: Victor Lund’s cost for road signs*

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update; Pension Division Newsletter

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE: 2020 Certified Town Aid

MN ASSOC. of TOWNSHIPS: Notice of MAT District Meeting & Legislative & Research Committee Meeting & Updates 

AMERICAN BANK: New certificate of deposits & resolution* 

A.W. KUETTEL & SONS: Roof repair estimate*

MILLER ROOFING: Roof repair estimate*

PEAK ROOFING: Replace roof estimate*

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P.: Notice of Legal Seminar & legal service rate increase*

PAT MEGLICH: Emails about stop sign down

MEADOWLANDS FAIR: Flyer

NEWSLINE

LABOR WORLD 

COTTON CHRONICLE
*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
National Night Out: Good attendance and everything went great. Larry Keough will repurpose the old Fiddle Festival Sign and use it for National Night Out next year. The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) sold 68 raffle tickets for the flat screen television purchased by Cotton Township. The cost of the television and the profits from the raffle will be donated to CVFD. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to contribute $345.00 to the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
CONTINUUM
Roads: Clerk contacted Minncor, Department of Natural Resources (DNR), DNR Conservationist and the Soil and Water Conservation District to inquire the cost of a beaver pond leveler to be placed on Kauppi Lake Road. They no longer produce or sell levelers and weren’t sure where to purchase one. There was discussion about McRae’s Land Improvement’s proposal for cleaning the culvert plugged by beaver on Kauppi Lake Road, fabricating screens to place in front of the culvert to prevent debris from causing obstructions, and excavating mud from ditch to prep for screens. This is a good, cost effective option. There was discussion pertaining to the poor quality of grading being done on township roads. Supervisor Kinsley will contact Jake’s grading. The board discussed additional proposals provided by McRae Land Improvements. Additional culvert by Lambert Road on Kauppi Lake Road can be placed in the spring, McRae feel the existing culvert will suffice until then. McRae will spread a few loads in that area to fill low spots this year. The road fund has had a negative balance for several years, due to gravel crushing, special road projects, and increased labor costs for roadwork. McRae’s Land Improvements provided a proposal the board requested to grind stumps that were left from brushing in the cemetery. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept McRae’s Land Improvements proposal to grind stumps with skid steer mounted stump grinder throughout the Cotton Cemetery and complete general cleanup of wood waste as needed for an estimated cost of $1,800.  Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Groundskeepers, Larry and Mary Anne Keough, will meet McRae at the cemetery to discuss the project.  Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept McRae’s Land Improvements proposal to clean out the culvert plugged by beavers on Kauppi Lake road, excavate mud from ditch to prep for screens, and install metal screens on the culvert for an estimated cost of $1,800.  Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept McRae’s Land Improvements proposal to build up Kauppi Lake Road over first and second culverts, spread 6 loads of township supplied class 5 over each culvert, and grade with Bobcat for an estimated cost of $1,600. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Discussion on McRae’s Land Improvements proposal for McKay Road. Beaver need to be removed before work can be completed. Supervisor Kinsley will contact a licensed beaver trapper and acquire prices. Road signs requested to be placed on Lily Lake Road, and at the intersection of South Strand Lake Road and West Rose Lake Drive were purchased and installed by St. Louis County. 
Community Center: Larry Keough explained the problems with the existing roof. He can repair the rust spots around the screws. The valleys need to be repaired by a roofing company. Discussion on proposals provided by A.W. Kuettle & Sons, Miller’s Roofing, and Peak Construction Roofing. The proposal from A.W. Kuettle & Sons was most cost efficient. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept A.W. Kuettel & Sons proposal to clean the existing repair areas of the roof to prepare for new siliconized coating and recoat the repair areas to seal leaks for the sum of $2,750.00. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Cemetery: Work is ongoing to produce a map for annual placement of flags for Memorial Day.
Meetings: Town Board Meeting September 12, 2019 6:00pm, Legal Seminar October 5, 2019, @9:00am, 
NEW BUSINESS
Residents were unpleased with the resurfacing work done on Comstock Lake Road. Vehicles were damaged by loose rock. The clerk will contact the St. Louis County Cotton Garage and request the name of the company that did the work.

Gravel: Road Supervisor Kinsley approved Tim Randall’s request for an additional 30 yards of class 5 gravel. Road access to the Cotton Township gravel pit was difficult and maneuverability in the pit was inconvenient. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept Tim’s payment of $650.00 for class 5 gravel due to extenuating circumstances. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. American Bank CD Resolutions: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept resolution #19-147 using American Bank as the depository for CD #9188 and 9187. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Money Transfer: The $10,000 CD from American Bank was sold and deposited into the non-levy fund. Discussion on transferring the $10,000 into the road and bridge fund to lower the deficit. The road and bridge fund balance is (-37,760.88) as of 7/31/19. Discussion on additional road expenses through December. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to transfer $10,000 from the non-levy fund to road and bridge. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to transfer $30,000 from the general fund to road and bridge. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Lake Country Power/Arvig: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to pay $310.00 per month for electricity in the community center and $52.00 per month for the garage to Lake Country Power for the next 6 months. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Treasurer Peterson will sign up for online billing with Arvig.

American Bank CD Resolutions: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve resolution #19-146 Kourtney Kinsley. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve resolution #19-147 Kourtney Kinsley. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED
Mileage: Bank deposits are currently being completed by purchasing a money order and then mailing the deposit to the bank. Discussion on the reliability of the postal service and the possibility of the deposit being lost in the mail. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have the deposits driven to the bank and compensate mileage rather than sending it via mail. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED
Couri & Ruppe: Effective January 1, 2020, hourly rates will be increasing to $210.00 per hour for all general legal work and to $230.00 per hour for all development work.

Wex Bank: Gas card will be cancelled when credit is received.

2nd Quarter Report: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to second, third, and fourth quarter reports in February 2020. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED
Ginger Kinsley is having property line issues with her neighbors stemming from the St. Louis County Land Explorer GIS Map. 
As there was no further business, Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 7:07 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Respectfully submitted,
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Approved:
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