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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                       August 17, 2020

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson, and Clerk Megan Julin. Supervisor Tim Randall attended virtually via GoToMeeting and Supervisor Will Keyes arrived at approximately 6:15 p.m. Resident present was Don Maki and guest Lee Leighton, Consultant/Agent for Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) and Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department (EVFD).
Clerk’s minutes. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the July 9, 2020 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $28,675.48; receipts $48,429.90; disbursements $6,664.63; ending balance $70,440.75
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $98,882.53; receipts $36,869.25: disbursements $15,800.60; ending balance $119,951.18

CORONAVIRUS RELIEF AID: beginning balance $0.00; receipts $11,200.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,200.00 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $(-1,445.24); receipts $26,749.81; disbursements $20,044.97; ending balance $5,259.60
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $13,882.59; receipts $3,504.88; disbursements $1,235.73; ending balance $16,151.74
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,351.11; receipts $3,738.88; disbursements $708.88; ending balance $14,381.11
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $11,530.38; receipts $1,973.34; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $13,503.72
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $33,091.66; receipts $812.60; disbursements $2,084.43; ending balance $31,819.83
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $195,968.51
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $133,278.66 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $46,539.24
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $282,707.93
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $297.73
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $283,005.66
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $74,837.02
INTEREST: $137.13
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $74,974.15
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 07/31/20 $357,682.08 
Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online payment of $209.24 to be withdrawn on September 3, 2020 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Lake Country Power Budget Billing monthly payment of $283.00 through March, 2021. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 07/31/2020
18470-18489

$   5,419.85
Capital One
Supplies
18490


$   1,454.28
Northland Environmental Service Inc.
Garbage Service
18491


$      148.01

Tracy Excavating
Sexton work
18492


$      500.00

Election Systems & Software
Election counting machine
18493


$   5,260.00

APG Media
Published notice
18494


$        19.94

METRO
Printing fee
18495


$        28.17  

Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18496


$      420.74

SLC Public Works
Road sign
18497


$      312.50

Menards-Virginia
Cleaning supplies
18498


$        83.88
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle mailing
18499


$      240.00

Megan Julin
Mileage & reimbursement
18500


$        57.20

Calla Peterson
Mileage & reimbursement
18501


$      120.48

Stephanie Bergum
Mileage & reimbursement
18502


$      165.29

Larry Keough
Mileage
18503


$        54.05
Sandi Nelson
Mileage & reimbursement
18504


$        62.89
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
18505


$        23.00

Tim Randall
Mileage
18506


$        11.50
PERA
Retirement
18507


$      396.81
Forum Communications
Chronicle printing/circulation
18508


$      420.74

Lake Country Power
Electric
08201


$      283.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
08202


$      212.22
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
08203


$      930.10

Total For Period $16,624.65

Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18470 – 18508 including debit #08201-08203 totaling $16,624.65 to pay the Bills For Payment.  Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Residents & Guests: Lee Leighton, Consultant/Agent for CVFD & EVFD, discussed the dry hydrant at Water Hen Road & Comstock Lake Road that is an interagency project between Cotton & Ellsburg fire departments. St. Louis County has leased the land to CVFD until 2024 with an automatic renewal clause for an additional 10 years (2034). MnDNR has issued Public Waters Work Permit. Wood Brothers are doing the excavating for the project. Leighton submitted a cost estimate. Leigh Leighton spoke with Commissioner Nelson requesting gravel from St. Louis County, his request was denied. Commissioner Nelson directed him to Cotton Township. Will Keyes arrived at the meeting. The Board discussed the cost estimate and options to assist with the dry hydrant. Contributions made by the township should be taken from the general or non-levy fund and are pursuant to Minn. Stat 365.10, subd. 14. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $1,300 to the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department to be used towards the cost of gravel for the dry hydrant project. A check will be issued when they start hauling gravel. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Lee Leighton thanked the town board and left the meeting.
Resident Donald Maki is requesting approximately 100 yards of pit-run and/or spoils from the town pit. Per the board’s motion at the June 11, 2020 regular town board meeting, class 5 gravel sales were terminated beginning July 1, 2020. Supervisor Mevissen is willing to be gravel pit attendant for anyone going wanting pit-run or spoils to ensure class 5 is not taken out of the pit. Clerk Julin spoke to the town attorney Mike Couri. He advised the township that anyone entering the town gravel pit should have a commercial insurance policy. The township must obtain a certificate of liability listing the township as additionally insured prior to entering the pit. Maki said he will get in touch with Mevissen. Donald Maki left the meeting.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR/ELECTIONS: Town Levy Form* and Election updates

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Variance denied

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates and Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Well test results*

PERA: CVFD Annual Funding Report

SECRETARY OF STATE: VEGA Grant to sign*

FEDERAL OFFICES


U.S. CENSUS: Final Boundary Validation Program (BVP)

ST. LOUIS COUNTY SHERIFF’S VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD: Contribution request*

MN TOWNSHIP ASSOC: Updates, District 10 meeting*

COTTON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT: Emails from Lee Leighton, Commissioner Nelson, Megan. Copy of lease agreement with CVFD, MnDNR Permit & application*

DONALD MAKI: Request for gravel/spoils*

NORLAND SANITARY SERVICES: Increasing rate*

SOUTH ST. LOUIS Soil Water Conservation District: Supervisory vacancy

EAGLE WASTE: Requesting info on trash collection & disposal

NATIONAL NOTARY ASSOCIATION: Sandi renewal*

COTTON CHRONICLE

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Newsline

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Gravel Pit Policy: A gravel attendant must be present at the gravel pit when material is being hauled out of the pit to ensure class 5 is not removed. Dave Ralidak requested approximately 200 yards of pit run. When clerk Julin obtains the proper insurance documentation from Ralidak, she will notify Supervisor Mevisson. Mevissen will meet Ralidak at the pit and have him complete and sign a gravel permit. 

Money Transfer: A motion was made by the board at the May 14, 2020 regular board meeting to table a money transfer until September when road work was completed. There is currently an excessive amount of money in the road fund due to sale of material and accepting spoils from the contract with KGM Contractors Inc. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to transfer $75,000 from the Road & Bridge Fund to the savings account. Money to be deposited back to the road & bridge fund when needed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Supervisor Randall arrived at the Cotton Community Center.

CONTINUUM 
Roads: Jake’s Grading will begin mowing road sides next week. Road Supervisor Randall will examine roads when mowing is complete. 
Community Center: The results were received from the Cotton Community Center well samples that were collected by the MN Department of Health. The results indicated the sample(s) collected was in compliance with Safe Drinking Water Rules. No Coliform Bacteria were detected. Rentals remain restricted due to COVID-19 and the governor’s executive order. Exceptions to the general rule within the governors executive order are township board meetings, weddings and funerals. The board requires prior approval at a regular board meeting for wedding rentals. Funerals require approval from the building supervisor. The Township will continue following their Preparedness Plan. 
Cemetery: The road going through the new section in the cemetery could use gravel and possibly a culvert at the entrance. Supervisor Randall will contact the cemetery sexton, Bryan Tracy, to discuss this issue. Grounds keepers will spray to remove grass that is growing on the road.  Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve cemetery deed for Arnell and Pamela Hanson, Lot Number 48, Block Number 10. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Meetings: MAT District Meeting via Zoom August 27th @ 6:00pm. Town Board Meeting September 10th @ 6:00pm.
NEW BUSINESS
St. Louis County Sheriff Rescue Contribution Request: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute $500.00 to the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Volunteer Rescue Squad. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
St. Louis County Town Levy: The final town levy form for the annual tax levy for the year of 2019 collectible in 2020 was completed by clerk Julin and returned to St. Louis County. 
CARES Act: Expenditure report for expenses incurred between March and July was completed and submitted by treasurer Peterson. Clerk and Treasurer will research tablets and computers that can be used to work remotely from home when necessary and to assist with teleconference/videoconference meetings. Conducting meetings virtually has been difficult due to inadequate technology. Audio is insufficient and video is not possible. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to spend up to $2,500 out of the Coronavirus Relief Aid fund to purchase equipment necessary to conduct teleconference meetings Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Treasurer Peterson will purchase automatic soap and paper towel dispensers to minimize the spread of COVID-19. 
VEGA Grant: 2020 Voting Equipment Grant Agreement (VEGA-2) was signed.
Norland Sanitary Service: Rates are increasing. Pick up was changed from once a week to once a month because the community center is not being rented regularly. 
Notary: Deputy Clerk Nelson’s Notary is expiring January 2021. Residents request notaries frequently and it is convenient to have more than one available. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve up to $500.00 for notary renewal and/or training. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Semi Annual Report was conducted. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the Clerk’s and Treasurer’s Semi Annual Report. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 8:06 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved:




 
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date              

