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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                       August 11, 2022

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, Deputy Clerk Megan Hilsgen and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest and two residents present. Jeff Dulinski and Justus Peterson; Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) and Jeremy Shaff; Kauppi Lake Road. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the July 12, 2022 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and other financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $11,398.69 receipts $46.864.64; disbursements $6,474.55; ending balance $51,788.78
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $133,208.48; receipts $34,469.31: disbursements $40,310.39; ending balance $127.367.40
COVID: beginning balance $24,533.86; receipts $24,533.86; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $1,370.82; receipts $25,489.08; disbursements $20,063.98; ending balance $6,795.92
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,605.85; receipts $3,665.88; disbursements $1,411.43; ending balance $17,860.30
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $12,045.64; receipts $3,133.88; disbursements $748.88; ending balance $14,430.64
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $17,565.41; receipts $1,880.33; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,445.74
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $54,035.58; receipts $1,683.79; disbursements $4,387.29; ending balance $51,332.08
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $269,764.33
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $141,720.77 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $73,396.52
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $338,088.58
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $21,521.93
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $359,610.51
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $55,772.70
INTEREST: $77.29
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $55,849.99
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 7/31/22 $393,938.57
Check numbers 20027 and 18824 totaling $64.50 were voided and reissued. This altered the balance in the general fund. The treasurer inadvertently omitted check numbers 07223, 07224, 20253 and 06223-2 from the July 2022 claims list for approval. Payments were submitted after the meeting to avoid penalties. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve online EFT payment of $217.80 to be withdrawn on September 3, 2022 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Lake Country Power Budget Billing online EFT payment of $316.00 through December 2022. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 07/01/2022 and ending 07/14/2022, check numbers 20248-20252 totaling $737.41 was reviewed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve Employee Payroll. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll
Period End 07/31/2022
20254-20255

$      431.57
Regular Payroll 
Period End 07/31/2022
20256-20265   

$   3,261.50
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing & Stamps
20266


$      289.00

Jill Clark
Mileage
20267


$      108.75
Larry Keough
Mileage
20268


$          9.38
Cherrie Soderlund
Mileage
20269


$        10.00
Sandi Nelson
Mileage
20270


$        31.25
Randy Moberg
Mileage
20271


$        35.00

PERA
Retirement
20272


$      379.18 

A-1 Services INC
Portable Restroom 
20273


$      155.00

APG Media of MN
Public Notice
20274


$        51.65

Stephanie Bergum
Deposit Reimbursement
20275


$      100.00

BZ Electric
Fire Hall Lights
20276


$   2,749.44

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20277


$      489.34

Jake’s Companies LLC
Mowing Roadsides 
20278


$   3,840.00
L&M Supply
Supplies
20279


$        38.46

Menards-Virginia
Supplies
20280


$        35.65

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20281


$        48.56

Out of the Clouds LLC
History DVD Conversion
20282


$      360.70

Range Paper
Supplies
20283


$        96.21

Woods Brothers Excavating
Road Work
20284


$      590.00

Lake Country Power 
Electric
08221


$      316.00

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
08222


$      224.44
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
08223


$      852.86
Capital One
Subscriptions & Gas Card
08228


$      566.51
Total For Period  -  $15,070.45
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign the claims list for #20254-20284, including electronic fund transfer payment #08221, 08222, 08223 and 08228 totaling $15,070.45 to pay the Bills For Payment. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

AUDITOR: 2022 State Primary Info, 

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Variance Request*

PUBLIC WORKS: Snowplow Application*


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Meeting info forwarded

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates, Pension Newsletter

PERA: Five-year transition period repeal, Annual Funding Certification*, July Newsletter, Peraphrase 

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: July 2022 Newsletter, District 10 Meeting Notice, 

RAMS: News & updates, 

WOOD BROTHERS EXCAVATING: Cemetery Ditching Estimate*

CDBG: Open House/Meeting*

PARK STATE BANK: Credit Card Business Disclosure & Agreement, Mobile Banking Info

AMERICAN RED CROSS: Red Cross Shelter*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Cotton Days Yearbook Loan Form

OUT OF THE CLOUDS: Service Agreement

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Electric Vehicle Show & Tell Event Invitation 

PETE WEIDMAN: Logging info

NORTH AMERICA PROCUREMENT COUNCIL: Bid Advertisement

STEVE FENSKE: Bid Advertisement info

COURI & RUPPE, P.L.L.P.: Legal Seminar Notice, Rate Increase*

STATE FARM: COI for BZ Electric

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

The Board heard from Justus Peterson and Jeff Dulinski, Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD). The dry hydrant location on Water Hen Road requires an expansion to make room for bigger fire engines. This would require approximately 100 yards of pit run and/or clay. On behalf of CVFD, they requested the township contribute material from the township pit. This seems like a practical solution seeing the township gravel pit is directly across the road from the dry hydrant location.  Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to contribute a combination of clay and pit run totaling 100 yards to the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department. Material must be removed from the pit by an approved contractor. List on file with the clerk in the town office. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. The department will be having a fundraiser at Old School Lives during the lawn mower races on September 18, 2022. CVFD requested a contribution to offset expenses. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to contribute $250.00 to the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department and issue check #20285. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS
Cotton Days: The History of Cotton VHS tapes were converted to DVD. The township purchased 50 copies and they will be sold during the Cotton Days Celebration. The cost for each DVD averaged out to approximately $15.00 each. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve a $15.00 recommended donation for the historical DVDs. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Supervisor Nelson will pick up pastries from Super One to serve at the community center.
Fire Hall Lights: The new lights were installed at the fire hall and work great.
Park State Bank Mobile Banking: Treasurer Clark reported that the township can set up mobile banking with Park State Bank. A phone or tablet will be required as well as a stamp that includes “mobile deposit only”. Supervisor Mevissen mentioned to check if the laptop can be used. Jared Mevissen motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to spend up to $300 on a tablet if the laptop doesn’t work. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
CONTINUUM 
Community Center Strip and Wax Floors: The floors are scheduled to be stripped and waxed on August 24, 2022. Outhouse: Waiting on a quote for outhouse removal, Tabled. Office Supplies: Clerk Julin mentioned the laminator needs to be replaced and several office supplies are needed. These purchases would exceed the $100.00 spending limit. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to spend up to $250 on a laminator and office supplies. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Roads: 2023 Gravel Crushing:  St. Louis County Public Works will be crushing at the Shaw Pit in 2023. Township applications are due by October 28, 2022. Snowplow applications: St. Louis County Public Works is requiring all townships to submit snowplowing applications online. The board reviewed Exhibit A, listing all township roads to be included in the application. Clerk will submit online. Lily Lake Road Obstructions: There are obstructions in the township’s right of way. A letter requesting the obstructions be removed by September and a copy of the township’s parking ordinance will be mailed to property owners. Cemetery Road Ditching: The Board reviewed Wood Brother’s Excavating ditching quote. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Wood Brother’s Excavating Cemetery Road ditching quote. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Road Supervisor Randall mentioned he has not heard back from MNDOT regarding the ditching near Highway 53 on Kauppi Lake Road. He will try reaching out again. 
MEETINGS: Minnesota Association of Townships District 10 Meeting August 25, 2022 @ 6:00 pm Grand Lake Town Hall; Regular Town Board Meeting September 8, 2022 6:00 pm; CDBG Open House & Meeting September 13, 2022 10am-12pm Virginia GSC, St. Louis County township Officers Meeting September 28 @ 6:30pm. 
NEW BUSINESS
Variance Application: The Board reviewed a variance application submitted by St. Louis County Planning and Community Development. 
PERA SVF Annual Funding Certification: Annual funding requirements for the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department through the Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Plan (SVF Plan) administered by PERA were received and reviewed. 
Election Judges Taxes: In Minnesota, election workers whose pay in a calendar year is less than $2,000 are not subject to Social Security and Medicare (FICA) coverage. However, if an election worker is paid more than $2,000, FICA taxes apply from the first dollar paid. Minnesota Association of Townships have advised townships to withhold all taxes for election judge wages to avoid tax penalties. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to withhold all taxes from election judge wages. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED. Clerk will draft a resolution supporting the motion for the September Board Meeting. 
American Red Cross (ARC) Facility Use Agreement:  The ARC is undergoing a project to update their emergency facilities list. Three up to date contacts are needed for the Cotton Community Center. Contacts will be Jill Clark, Randy Moberg, and Megan Julin. 
RAMS Special Session Letter: Range Association of Municipalities and Schools sent a letter to state leaders calling on them to convene a special session to pass remaining unfinished business from the regular legislative session. Cotton Township will also send a letter to state leaders. Copy on file with the clerk in the town office. 
Couri & Ruppe Rate Increase: Legal Service Rates will increase beginning January 1, 2023.
Skating Rink Well: The well that was used for the skating rink is not working. Supervisor Randall will inspect the well with the groundskeeper. Toddler swing seats in the park need to be replaced. 
Scan Pictures/Preserves Records: Township pictures and documents should be stored digitally. Many of the township’s documents are stored on computers and hard disks. Hard disks should be kept in a secondary location. The township should consider preserving old records and pictures.  

Pest Control: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to have Adam’s Pest Control spray for flies and beetles. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
941 Report/2022 Census Survey of Public Employment & Payroll: The township’s 941 Report and 2022 Census Survey of Public Employment & Payroll were submitted by the treasurer.

Wage Schedule/Meeting List: A current wage schedule and list of meetings were included in the meeting packet to be reviewed and discussed at the September board meeting. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:08 p.m. Jared Mevissen aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 

_____________________________

_________________             
Town Chair

  


Date
