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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                       August 10, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present; Pete Weidman. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the July 13, 2023 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $5,901.50 receipts $44,829.46; disbursements $10,690.06; ending balance $40,040.90
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $83,768.21; receipts $33,462.19: disbursements $33,950.00; ending balance $83,280.40
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $7,834.32; ending balance $41,233.40
FIRE FUND: beginning balance ($220.72); receipts $24,742.00; disbursements $20,000.00; ending balance $4,521.28
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,288.73; receipts $3,495.95; disbursements $694.43; ending balance $18,090.25
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $15,040.52; receipts $3,042.02; disbursements $700.63; ending balance $17,381.91
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,953.04; receipts $1,825.22; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $21,778.26
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $21,242.68; receipts $41,130.41; disbursements $41,772.38; ending balance $20,600.71
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $210,041.68
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $152,527.25 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $115,641.82
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $246,927.11
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $21,267.80
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $268,194.91
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,095.02
INTEREST: $77.28
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,172.30
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 07/31/23 $378,099.41
ACCRUED INTEREST: $1,292.35
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $132,464.65
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 07/31/23 $379,391.76
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $213.26 to be withdrawn on September 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payroll period beginning 07/01/2023 and ending 07/15/2023, check numbers 20682-20686 totaling $641.26 was reviewed. 

Certificate of deposit #9188 was sold and deposited into the Non-Levy Fund. A Certificate of Deposit for $20,000 was purchased from Park State Bank and disbursed from the Non-Levy Fund. $20,000.00 was disbursed from Business Savings to purchase two certificates of deposits for $10,000.00 each from Park State Bank. The first levy payment was received. 
The Lake Country Power August budget billing amount has not been determined. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the Lake Country Power bill be paid when the amount is determined. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Effective July 1, 2023, the earnings threshold for membership in Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) is $425.00 paid in a single month. This replaced the annual threshold of $5,100.00. The building custodian qualified for PERA and will be on it while employed with the township.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Regular Payroll
Period End 07/31/2023
20687-20694

$   2,581.52
Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
20695


$      310.00
Jill Clark
Mileage
20696


$        19.65

Larry Keough 
Mileage
20697


$          3.28
Brandon Omdahl
Mileage
20698


$          5.24
A-1 Services Inc
Portable Restroom
20699


$      155.00
Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
20700


$        83.35
Menards-Virginia
National Night Out Supplies
20701


$      207.60
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20702


$        45.05

Poster Compliance Center
Labor Law Poster Renewal
20703


$        69.95
St. Louis County Public Works
Gravel Crushing
20704


$      989.10
SLC Sheriff’s Vol. Rescue Sqaud
Contribution
20705


$      500.00 

VC3, Inc
Video Equipment Set Up
20706


$      883.26
PERA
Retirement
20707


$      371.23

Park State Bank 
Adobe, National Night Out Supplies
20708


$      859.21

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20709


$      543.50

Norland Environmental Services
Garbage Service
20710


$      148.01

Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
08232


$      215.40
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings July 3rd Quarter
08233


$      633.74

Total For Period  -  $8,624.09
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20687-20710 including electronic fund transfer payments #08232-08233 totaling $8,624.09 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CORRESPONDENCE

ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


PUBLIC HEALTH: August Disease Prevention and Control Partner Letter

PUBLIC WORKS: Aggregate Crushing*


SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Spring Flooding*, National Night Out information

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT OF REVENUE: Town Aid Certification


SECRETARY OF STATE: Notary Renewal*, 2023 Minnesota Election Laws

PERAPHRASE*

TREASURY: New SLFRF Interim Final Rule Released

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: July Newsletter, Broadband Development*, Membership cards*, District 10 Meeting Notice and Election*, Four Corners Training, 2023 LRIP (Road)) Funding

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: August Meeting*

GLORIA ERICKSON: Meeting follow up

RAMS: NorthMet Update

ROGER PALO: Cemetery Deed*

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

Pete Weidman informed the board that the residents on Evergreen Lane have signed a snow removal contract with St. Louis County Public Works. There was discussion regarding the possibility and benefits of placing a cistern tank in the South Strand area. Weidman spoke with Troy Lindgren, St. Louis County Land Department about placing the tank on county land. He also spoke with Gloria Erickson, Contracted St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator. This project could possibly be funded through grants and part of the Wildfire Mitigation Action Plan. A motion was made at the Regular Town Board Meeting in July to support and be involved with the Wildfire Mitigation Action Plan upon Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) approval. The board does not know if CVFD has approved the action plan yet. Weidman will contact CVFD and relay information to the township.   
OLD BUSINESS
Evergreen Lane: Tim Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough the township will not take over any type of maintenance on Evergreen Lane. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
FEMA/Flooding: Clerk Julin attended an applicant briefing at the St. Louis County Emergency Operations Center in Duluth. Applicants were required to attend the briefing in order to apply to be included in the 2023 Spring Flooding event and to be eligible for reimbursements for eligible costs.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Mowing: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to have Jake’s Companies mow the roadside per the 2023 contract. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Cemetery:  Roger Palo would like to sell his cemetery deed back to the township. The deed is for Block 8 Lots 12A, 12C 13B, 13D and was purchased in 1976 for $25.00. Lot 12C has been filled. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to purchase the cemetery deed for Lots 12A, 13B, and 13D from Roger Palo for $18.75. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center: The water cooler and vacuum cleaner broke and were replaced. Discussion about looking into different options for air conditioning. The mini split does not keep the building cool during large events. A central air conditioning system might be more efficient. Supervisor Keough will get quotes from two heating and cooling companies. Both ovens in the kitchen are not heating properly. Supervisor Keough will inspect them. 
MEETINGS: St. Louis County Association of Township Officers August 22, 2023 @ 6:30pm, District Meeting August 24, 2023 @ 7PM Iron Trail Motors Event Center, Regular Town Board Meeting September 14, 2023 @ 6:00pm, 2023 Semi Annual Audit September 19, 2024 @ 5pm

NEW BUSINESS
Notary Renewal: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough approved to pay for Megan Julin’s Minnesota Notary Commission renewal fee, recording fee and stamp. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Civic Club Christmas Party: The Cotton Civic Club is coordinating a Christmas party that will be held at the Cotton Community Center and would appreciate the township’s support. Discussion about decorating the large tree in front of the building and purchasing lights. Supervisor Keough will look into options for an exterior outlet. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve Resolution #23-209 Accepting Donations for National Night Out. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.  
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:02 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

 


Date
