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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                         April 12, 2018

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Will Keyes, Treasurer Debbie  Leppala, Deputy Treasurer Stephanie Bergum, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. Residents and Guests present were Calla Peterson, Lexi and Kelly Bergum, Connie Gunderson, Jane Larson, Jake Demenge, and Rick Kivi.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve the March 12, 2018 special board meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $80,940.41; receipts $3,808.57; disbursements $6,082.61; ending balance $78,666.37 
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance (-$22,682.45); receipts $0.00: disbursements $0.00; ending balance (-$22,682.45) 
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $2,324.23; receipts $1,000.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $3,324.23
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $13,969.05 receipts $577.00 disbursements $1,043.12; ending balance $13,502.93
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $11,940.26; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $11,940.26
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $5,117.17; receipts $37.50; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $5,154.67

NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $31,243.02; receipts $517.06; disbursements $300.00; ending balance $31,460.08
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $122,851.69
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $5,940.13 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $7,425.73
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $121,366.09

INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $83,427.66
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $83,427.66

TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 3/31/18 $204,793.75 

Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 3/31/2018
17562-17577

$   4,482.37
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17578


$      370.00

Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil
17579


$      438.26
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
17580


$        38.24
St. Louis County Auditor
Snowplowing 2nd half of 2017/2018
17581


$   5,337.50

Jake’s Grading & Mowing
Grading Roads
17582


$   1,250.00

Range Paper
Paper Products
17583


$      128.30
Jamar Company
Plumbing Services
17584


$      150.62
St. Louis Cty Auditor
Waste Assessment Fee
17585


$        70.00

Norland Sanitary Service 
Garbage Service
17586


$        84.24

Cherry School
Contribution
17587


$      300.00

Meadowlands Ambulance
Contribution
17588


$   3,000.00

Cotton Post Office
Postage
17589


$      160.00

Kourtney Kinsley
Mileage
17590


$        10.90

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17591


$        71.94
Sandi Nelson
Mileage
17592


$        29.98

Norman Peterson
Mileage
17593


$        26.16
CVFD Relief Assoc.
SBR Reimbursement
17594


$   1,000.00
JoAnne Saline
Election Judge/Mileage
17595


$        15.26
Laura Yrjanson
Election judge/mileage
17596


$        10.90
Stephanie Bergum
Election judge/ mileage
17597


$          3.27
PERA
Retirement
17598


$      501.25
Minnesota Benefit Association
Life Insurance
17599


$      805.00

Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
4181 


$      369.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
4182


$      212.93
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings 
4183


$      953.03

Total For Period $19,819.15
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign the claims list for #17562 – 17599 including debit #4181, 4182, and 4183 totaling $19,819.15 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: Local Boards of Appeal & Equalization update.


AUDITOR: Request for early distribution of 2018 tax; 2018 property tax statement;* information regarding liquor licenses; election updates.


RECORDER: Copy of recorded easement for Public Works road & bridge project.


PUBLIC WORKS: Copy of 2nd half of snowplowing invoice. 

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

FEDERAL OFFICES


CENSUS: LUCA Training Workshop.

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS (MAT):  Updates.

MN ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS AGENCY (MATIT): Property Valuation Report*

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: Minutes; annual dinner registration.*

CONNIE GUNDERSON: Beaver Pond Leveler Agreement.*

WILBERT INC: 2018-2019 Combination on/off sale/Sunday on-sale intoxicating liquor license.*

DEBBIE LEPPALA: Thank you.

JAKE’S GRADING: Grading invoice.

DENNIS OLSEN: Agree to be on the Cotton Planning Review Board.*

DAVE SWENSON: Agree to be on the Cotton Planning Review Board.* 

TIM RANDALL: Resignation*

NEWSLINE/LAKE COUNTRY POWER ANNUAL MEETING

COTTON CHRONICLE

NORTHSPAN F.Y.I.

PERAPHASE

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

ST. LOUIS COUNTY SCHOOLS 2142 NEWSLETTER
*AGENDA ITEMS
There was discussion on the possible placement of a beaver pond leveler on Kauppi Lake Road. Connie Gunderson informed the board she has been in contact with an engineer that is willing to volunteer his services to assemble the leveler if the Board is interested. She brought a model of a flexible beaver pond lever for demonstration purposes. The Board watched the demonstration. Supervisor Keyes mentioned residents on Kauppi Lake have expressed concerns regarding the beaver pond leveler. He requested an informative letter be sent to residents to show transparency and give all the property owners a chance to provide input. Supervisor Kinsley agreed residents should be informed. The clerk will prepare the letter and mail to residents. An agreement had been prepared by then Clerk Sandi Nelson in February. The Supervisors have not signed the agreement. Nothing has been approved pertaining to the leveler. The Board is concerned about potential liability for the township. The Township attorney was contacted. He recommended the township be responsible for the placement and maintenance of the leveler to prevent various liability issues that could arise. Connie voiced her displeasure that the agreement will not be signed. 
Jake Demenge and Rick Kivi, Jake’s Grading, updated the Board on the roads. North Strand Lake, Lily Lake, Tanttu, Kauppi Lake, and Pioneer Lake Roads were graded. They will begin grading all the roads according to 2018 Grading Schedule in May weather permitting. 

OLD BUSINESS
MATIT Property Insurance: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #18-129 increasing property and casualty deductible to $2,500 and sign resolution #18-130 approving replacement cost coverage Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have Jake’s Grading disc and reclaim shoulders on Kauppi Lake Road. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CONTINUUM
Community Center: The janitor will schedule the floor to be waxed. The air conditioner leaked last summer and if it does again, Aire serve will be contacted to have it repaired. The new chimney will be stainless steel.
NEW BUSINESS
Road Review: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to schedule Road Review for Saturday, June 2 at 9:00 a.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Supervisor Keyes stated the ditch on Lily Lake Road was damaged by loggers. The DNR will be contacted to see who is liable for the damages. 

El Toro Liquor License: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to grant the request for renewal of 2018/2019 Combination On/Off-Sales/Sunday on-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses for Wilbert, Inc. d/b/a Wilbert Café & El Toro Lounge. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Notary: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to have Clerk Julin receive notary certification and purchase two stamps. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
St. Louis County Township Officers Annual Meeting/Dinner: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes any Board member and their significant other can attend the St. Louis County Township Officers Annual Dinner. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
2018 Property Tax Statements: The Waste Fee is incorrect on the Township’s 2018 Property Tax Statement. St. Louis County Auditor will send revised statements.
Will Keyes motioned supported by Kourtney Kinsley to contribute $500.00 to South Ridge Panther Softball. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Will Keyes motioned supported by Kourtney Kinsley to contribute $500.00 to South Ridge All Night Grad Party and issue check # 17600. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. MOTION CARRIED.  

Resignation: Tim Randall submitted a letter of resignation effective April 12, 2018. Calla Peterson voiced her interest in the supervisor position. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to appoint Calla Peterson to the supervisor position until the March 2019 Election, effective immediately. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Megan Julin aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED
Reorganization was conducted. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that Kourtney Kinsley be chair of the Town Board for the next year. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. Kourtney Kinsley abstain. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that Will Keyes be vice-chair of the Town Board for the next year. Calla Peterson aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the designated depositories and investments for Cotton Township be kept at American Bank of the North located at 8401 Unity Drive, PO Box 415, Mountain Iron, MN 55768. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #18-128 and #18-127 for American Bank. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to approve and sign resolution #18-126 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Will Keyes, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Calla Peterson aye. Will Keyes abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Calla Peterson to approve and sign resolution #18-125 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Kourtney Kinsley, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. Kourtney Kinsley abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #18-124 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Calla Peterson, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Calla Peterson abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #18-123, Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Debbie Leppala, Treasurer, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #18-122 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Debbie Leppala, treasurer, working as an employee performing janitorial services. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #18-121 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Sandi Nelson, deputy clerk, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #18-120 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Megan Julin, Clerk, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle and writing and updating the township website. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file in the resolution book. When published notice is required, the designated papers are Mesabi Daily News in Virginia, MN and Cotton Chronicle. Meeting posting places are: the township bulletin board outside the Community Center, the Wilbert Café, and Cotton Super America. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that all town board members are allowed to attend any educational training/meetings throughout the year. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. The Cotton Planning Review Board members are Dave Swenson, Dennis Olsen and township representative Calla Peterson. The cemetery board members are Wally & Cherrie Soderlund, Norman & Sirley Peterson, Debbie Leppala, Megan Julin and Sandi Nelson. An AWAIR meeting was  scheduled for May 8, 2018 at 3:15 prior to the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting. The guide for town officers was dispersed. Sandi Nelson was appointed deputy clerk and Steph Bergum was appointed as deputy treasurer. Committees and boards served on by the Town Board members: Will Keyes - building supervisor, AWAIR supervisor, Census supervisor, noxious weed supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec.; Kourtney Kinsley – Road supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec.; Calla Peterson - Cotton Planning Review Board, investment committee, Cotton VFD Fire Fighters Relief Association, Parks & Rec; Debbie Leppala - investment committee, Chronicle, cemetery committee, Parks & Rec; Sandi Nelson - Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers – officer; Megan Julin – Chronicle, website, cemetery committee, Parks & Rec. investment committee; St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers – officer. Stephanie Bergum – Parks & Rec. and Investment committee. Town Board meetings will be held the second Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m.
As there was no further business, Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:24 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Calla Peterson aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 







Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date 
