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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                         April 13, 2017

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Will Keyes, Treasurer Debbie  Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Residents present were Laurel Olsen and Bridget Kinsley.
Laurel Olsen requested a donation for the South Ridge All-Night Grad Party. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to make a contribution of $300.00 to the South Ridge All-Night Grad Party and issue check #17236. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Laurel Olsen thanked the town board and left the meeting.

Bridget Kinsley informed the Board she was attending the meeting as a resident. She was not reappointed as deputy treasurer and not given a reason why. She expressed to the treasurer and the supervisors it was very hurtful and unprofessional. Debbie Leppala said, “I apologize for that.” Supervisor Kinsley stated, “He would like to know why, because now this is two people that this has happened to in four years or so that the town has been paying for.” Debbie Leppala said, “We have a choice when we are elected to pick our deputies.” Debbie explained that when she appointed Bridget two years ago she thought she was in need of a job. During that two year period Debbie went over the experiences between both girls. Debbie felt Steph Bergum was better with numbers, people and the public, so Debbie appointed Steph. In his opinion, Supervisor Tim Randall feels the deputies should be at the meetings and need to be completely trained. The town shouldn’t be training new deputies time after time.     
Reorganization was conducted. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall that keeping with past practices of rotating the position of the Town Board Chair, Will Keyes be chair of the Town Board for the next year. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that keeping with past practices, Tim Randall be vice-chair of the Town Board for the next year. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall that the designated depositories and investments for Cotton Township be kept at American Bank of the North located at 8401 Unity Drive, PO Box 415, Mountain Iron, MN 55768. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #17-116 and #17-117 for American Bank. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign resolution #17-111 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Sandi Nelson, clerk, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #17-112 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Megan Julin, Deputy Clerk, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle and writing and updating the township website. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #17-113, Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Debbie Leppala, Treasurer, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign resolution #17-114 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Debbie Leppala, treasurer, working as an employee performing janitorial services. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. Kourtney Kinsley abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve and sign resolution #17-115, Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Tim Randall, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file in the resolution book. When published notice is required, the designated papers are Mesabi Daily News in Virginia, MN and Cotton Chronicle. Meeting posting places are: the township bulletin board outside the Community Center, the Wilbert Café, and Cotton SuperAmerica. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes that all town board members are allowed to attend any educational training/meetings throughout the year. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye.  ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Cotton Volunteer Fire Department contract is on tonight’s board meeting agenda. The Meadowlands Ambulance Service agreement has been approved. The MN Assoc. of Townships Officers list has been signed and returned. The Cotton Planning Review Board members are Dave Swenson, Dennis Olsen and township representative Kourtney Kinsley. The cemetery board members are Wally & Cherrie Soderlund, Norman & Sirley Peterson, Debbie Leppala, Megan Julin and Sandi Nelson. An AWAIR meeting was  scheduled for May 11, 2017 prior to the Board Meeting. The meeting time and date schedule was discussed. The wage and expense schedule was discussed. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to raise Megan Julin’s wage as deputy clerk to $17.43. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye.  ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. The guide for town officers was dispersed. Megan Julin was appointed deputy clerk and Steph Bergum was appointed as deputy treasurer. Committees and boards served on by the Town Board members: Will Keyes - building supervisor, AWAIR supervisor, Census supervisor, noxious weed supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec.; Kourtney Kinsley - Cotton Planning Review Board, Cotton VFD Fire Fighters Relief Association, investment committee, Parks & Rec.;Tim Randall - road supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec; Debbie Leppala - investment committee, Chronicle, cemetery committee, Parks & Rec; Sandi Nelson - Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers – officer; Megan Julin – Chronicle, website, cemetery committee, Parks & Rec.; St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers – officer
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the correction to the February 9, 2017 board meeting minutes to include a claim for Sam’s Club for the amount of $113.77, check #17177. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the March 9, 2017 board meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $68,265.42; receipts $897.01; disbursements $9,203.13; ending balance $59,959.30 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $5,935.27; receipts $256.00: disbursements $0.00; ending balance $6,191.27
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $1,502.91; receipts $17,787.86; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,290.77
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $15,033.79; receipts $1,339.83; disbursements $943.08; ending balance $15,430.54
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $8,891.94; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $8,891.94
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $1,556.34; receipts $42.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $1,598.34
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $27,596.99; receipts $752.94; disbursements $16.03; ending balance $28,333.90
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $128,782.66
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $21,075.64 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $10,162.24
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $139,696.06
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $82,877.26
INTEREST: $16.03
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $82,893.29
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 3/31/17   $222,589.35
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Will Keyes to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION 
CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 3/31/2017
17203-17215

$   4,133.02
PERA
Retirement
17216


$      513.10
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
17217


$      370.00

Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil
17218


$      219.97
Northland Sanitary Service
Garbage Pick Up
17219


$      158.85

Sam’s Club
Kitchen supplies
17220


$        34.88

L & M Supply
Leaf blower
17221


$      204.65
Menards-Virginia
Supplies
17222


$        56.59

Meadowlands Ambulance
Contribution
17223


$   3,000.00

Kennedy & Graven, Chartered
Legal Services for BMI
17224


$      252.00

A R Masonary Inc.
Concrete Slab
17225


$   1,800.00

St. Louis Cty Auditor
Waste Assessment Fees
17226


$      175.00
St. Louis Cty Auditor
Post Office Taxes
17227


$      158.00

Cotton Post Office
Postage
17228


$      160.00

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
17229


$        71.69
Norman Peterson
Mileage
17230


$        25.68
CVFD Relief Assoc.
Fire State aid/Supplemental aid
17231


$ 17,787.86

Patricia Lund
Election Judge/Mileage
17232


$      120.31

Janis Wendell
Election judge/mileage
17233


$      116.68
Megan Julin
Election judge/ mileage
17234


$      110.14
Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
17235


$        26.21

Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
4171 


$      378.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
4172


$      189.73
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings April
4173


$        46.17

Total For Period $30,108.53
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #17206 – 17235 including debit #4171, 4172, and 4173 totaling $30,108.53 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. The treasurer presented to the Board new W-4’s to update her files. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES
AUDITOR: 2017 Tax Distribution Calendar

PLANNING AND COMM. DEVELOPMENT: Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds

ASSESSOR: Valuation notice, Sample notice, LBAE info

LAND & MINERALS: Spring Invasive Weed Training Session feedback

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR:  E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter


MnDOT: Spring truck weight restrictions


MN DEPT. OF REVENUE: 2017 Catch Up Training

MAT: Officer List*, Legal Short Course, Omnibus Transportation Finance Bill

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU: 2017 Census of Governments, Survey of Public Employment & Payroll, 2020 Census Local Update of Census Addresses Operation (LUCA)*

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC. OF TOWNSHIPS: (SLCAT) minutes, Lobby Day

TRACY EXCAVATING: Pioneer Lake Rd Contract*

OLD SCHOOL LIVES: Donation request*

KATE CRISPO: Chronicle*

MICHAEL ECKHARDT: Appeal of Property Valuations

WILBERT, INC: Liquor license*

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: 2017 Official Director Ballot*

PUBLIC UTILITIES & WATERWORKDS MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE: Leadership training program

INTERNATIONAL MUNICIPAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION: Music licensing*

SOUTH RIDGE: Spring Concert

HOPE EVANGELICAL CHURCH: Invitation

PERAPHRASE

MN LTAP TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

ST. LOUIS COUNTY SCHOOLS DISTRICT 2142

NEWSLINE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the 2017 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Contract. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign Tracy Excavating annual road contract. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign Tracy Excavating Pioneer Lake Road Ditching Project contract. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Township road review was scheduled for April 30, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.

Special Olympics: The town will not be contributing to Special Olympics Minnesota this year.
Music License: The clerk will contact an attorney from Minnesota Association of Townships requesting more information.
CONTINUUM
Community Center: Kourtney Kinsley will examine the roof of the community center.
Chronicle: Megan Julin and Sandra Nelson are meeting with Kate Kinsley on April 19, 2017 to review the software program and discuss different options regarding the Chronicle. 
Meetings:  Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting April 20, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. Township Officers meeting April 26, 2016, 6:30 p.m. at Loon Lake Community Center; Board Meeting May 11, 6:00 p.m.; Fire Fighters’ Relief Association Meeting July 3, 7:00 p.m. 
Kourtney Kinsley will contact CVFD to verify time and day of the Fire Fighters’ Relief Association Meeting in July.

NEW BUSINESS
El Toro Liquor License: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to grant the request for renewal of 2017-2018 Combination On/Off-Sales/Sunday on-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses for Wilbert, Inc. d/b/a Wilbert Café & El Toro Lounge. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Old School Lives Donation: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to make a contribution of $2,500 to Old School Lives for cultural administration of programs and issue check #17237. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Noxious Weeds: There will be Noxious Weed training sessions offered in May 2017. Since there are currently no issues with noxious weeds in the township, our representative will not be attending. 

U.S. Census: Debbie will fill out the 2017 Census of Governments, Survey of Public Employment & Payroll and return to the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Lake Country Power: Due to lack of a motion the Board did not fill out the ballot.
St. Louis County Public Works steamed culverts on Kauppi Lake Road, South Strand Lake Road, and McKay Road. Half a load of gravel was placed on Fisher Road to due to a washout. If possible, when gravel is placed on roads, the town will try to coordinate grading and dust control.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:18 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Will Keyes aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 







Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:




Town Clerk
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date 
