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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                   April 8, 2021


The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Will Keyes, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Jared Mevissen, Treasurer Calla Peterson, Deputy Clerk Sandi Nelson and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one guest present, Dave Swenson, Vice President Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD). 
Clerk’s minutes. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the March 11, 2021 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $55,431.61 receipts $5,097.18; disbursements $10,015.69; ending balance $50,513.10
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $135,551.57; receipts $0.00: disbursements $14.56; ending balance $135,537.01
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $(-1,180.22); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $(-1,180.22)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $14,001.39; receipts $633.20; disbursements $761.51; ending balance $13,873.08
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $10,047.58; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $10,047.58
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $14,650.46; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $14,650.46
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $32,888.59; receipts $753.64; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $33,642.23
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $261,390.98
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $6,484.02 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $10,791.76
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $257,083.24
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $851.93
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $257,935.17
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $75,256.65
INTEREST: $0.00
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $75,256.65
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 3/31/21 $332,339.89 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve online EFT payment of $215.15 to be withdrawn on May 3, 2021 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Employee Payrolls period beginning 3/01/2021 and ending 3/14/2021, check numbers 18751-18756, totaling $1,058.85 was reviewed and signed by the supervisors. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to accept Employee Payrolls. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Regular Payroll 
Period End 3/31/2021
18757 - 18763

$   3,325.09
Chronicle Payroll
Period End 3/31/2021
18764 - 18766

$      641.51

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing (2 months)
18767


$      864.56
St. Louis County Auditor
Election Equipment Maintenance
18768


$      359.51
Menards – Virginia
Cleaning Supplies
18769


$        42.04

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
18770


$      254.55

MN Department of Health
Food License 
18771


$      290.00

St. Louis County Auditor
Waste Assessment Fee
18772


$      325.00

Cherry School
Contribution All Night Grad Party
18773


$      500.00

Meadowlands Ambulance
Contribution
18774


$   3,500.00

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing
18775


$      245.00

Calla Peterson
Mileage & Reimbursement
18776


$        92.80

Kim Erickson
Election Mileage
18777


$          0.56
Janis Wendell
Election Mileage
18778


$          2.80

Randall Yrjanson
Election Mileage
18779


$        11.20

Norland Environmental Service, Inc.
Garbage Service
18780


$      132.21
METRO
Printing fee
18781


$        52.55
PERA
Retirement
18782


$      538.79
Lake Country Power
Electric
04211


$      289.00

Arvig
Phone/fax/internet
04212


$      216.18
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 
04213


$      871.18
MN Department of Revenue
Withholdings
04214


$      273.29

Capital One
Office Supplies
04218


$      268.53
Total For Period $13,096.35
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign the claims list for #18757 – 18782 including EFT debit #04211-04214 and #04218 totaling $13,096.35 to pay the Bills For Payment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The board heard from Dave Swenson, Vice President of the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD). Mr. Swenson stated CVFD did not provide the township a 2020 Annual Financial Report. CVFD is purchasing a computer, software, printer, and everything necessary for the CVFD treasurer to perform and complete all required duties. The department will be moving forward from here and asks the township for forgiveness. Will Keyes explained he was the treasurer for CVFD from roughly 2018-2020 and recently stepped down from the position. He apologized for not putting as much time into the position as he should have. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to forego the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) 2020 Financial Audit and work with CVFD on a plan moving forward. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes abstain. MOTION CARRIED.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


ASSESSOR: Local Board of Appeal and Equalization information

AUDITOR: Request for early distribution of 2021 taxes

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES: Notice of Community Collection of Household Hazardous Waste and Pharmaceutical collections

HEALTH: Covid updates


STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: E-Updates and Newsletter

MN ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS: Township officer list, newsletter, notice of new executive director *

MN BENEFIT ASSOCIATION: Email, invoice and information for life insurance*

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP: Minutes, Upcoming meeting info

STEVE LUITEN: Letter for Local Board of Equalization

DAVE SWENSON: Cotton Planning Review Board

DAVE LISLEGARD: Township roads funding

STELLAR MEDICAL AND EQUIPMENT: AED Quote

NEWSLINE & ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

COTTON CHRONICLE

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
South Ridge Youth AREA Baseball (SRYAB):  The township can not contribute to the organization until they secure a nonprofit status.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Road Review:  Supervisors will drive separately to maintain social distancing due to COVID-19. All supervisors will complete individual road reviews prior to the May 13, 2021 Regular Board Meeting. The 2021 Road Review will be on the May 13, 2021 Regular Board Meeting Agenda.

The Supervisors discussed class 5 and pit run sales to residents out of the gravel pit. It is best for the township to save the material remaining in the pit for township roads at this time. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to stop sale of class 5 and pit run out of the Cotton Gravel Pit. Spoils and clay can be purchased at $1.00/yard. Only approved contractors will be allowed in the gravel pit, list of contractors on file with the clerk in the town office. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Right of Way: Supervisor Mevissen discussed potential issues caused by obstructions being left in the right of way on township roads. He suggested the township have a parking ordinance to keep the right of ways clear to negate township liability. Supervisors will inspect right of ways during the upcoming road review. The clerk will contact Minnesota Association of Townships and the township attorney regarding parking ordinances. 
Community Center: Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Mary Anne Keough to purchase flowers for the community center and the cemeter. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Meetings: Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting April 14, 2021 @ 4:00pm; HazMat Training April 21, @ 6:00pm; St. Louis County Township Officers Meeting April 28, 2021 @ 6:30pm; Town Board Meeting May 13, 2021 @ 6:00pm
NEW BUSINESS
Quarterly: Financial Reports/Audits will be performed quarterly rather than semi-annually.
Minnesota Association of Townships: 2021 Officer List was completed.
MN Benefit Association (MBA): Minnesota Benefit Association group life insurance invoice was sent to an incorrect email address and was not sent via US mail. The invoice is overdue and requires a check be issued tonight if the board wants to renew the current policy.  Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to maintain the current Minnesota Benefit Association group life insurance policy and issue check #18783 for $805.00. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Automated External Defibrillator (AED): Calla Peterson provided the board information and pricing from Stellar Medical and Equipment on the AED that the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department currently has. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to purchase the Zoll AED from Stellar Medical and Equipment. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Reorganization was conducted. 

Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that Tim Randall be chair of the Town Board for the next year. Will Keyes aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall that Jared Mevissen be vice-chair of the Town Board for the next year. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall that the designated depositories and investments for Cotton Township be kept at American Bank of the North located at 8401 Unity Drive, PO Box 415, Mountain Iron, MN 55768. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #21-167 for American Bank/Government Funds Banking. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye.  Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #21-168 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Megan Julin, Clerk, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #21-169 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Sandra Sharp Nelson, Deputy Clerk, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #21-170, Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Calla Peterson, Treasurer, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #21-171 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Jared Mevissen, supervisor, to work on computer and technology equipment in the office and community center. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen abstain. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #21-172 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Jared Mevissen, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen abstain. Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign resolution #21-173 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Tim Randall, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Will Keyes aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen to approve and sign resolution #21-174 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Will Keyes, supervisor, to check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. Will Keyes abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file, in the resolution book, in township office.
When published notice is required, the designated papers are Cotton Chronicle and Mesabi Daily News in Virginia, MN. Designated posting place is the township bulletin board at the Community Center. When able, postings will be made at the Wilbert Café and Cotton Speedway as well. Planning Review Board members are Dave Swenson and Jared Mevissen. The cemetery committee members are Wally & Cherrie Soderlund, Larry & Mary Anne Keough, Megan Julin and Sandi Nelson. The meeting time & date schedule, wage & expense schedule, guide for town officers and township officers list was included in the reorganization packet. Sandi Nelson was appointed deputy clerk and Steph Bergum was appointed as deputy treasurer. 

Will Keyes motioned, supported by Jared Mevissen that all town board members are allowed to attend any educational training/meetings throughout the year. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Automatic Debits include  Lake Country Power (monthly), Arvig (monthly), State & Federal Withholdings (quarterly), Unemployment, MN Department of Revenue (annually Sales & Use Tax), Capital One (monthly)
Will Keyes motioned, supported by Tim Randall to set up the AWAIR annual review meeting for May 13, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Committees and boards served on by Town Board members:

· Will Keyes: building supervisor, weed inspector supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec. 

· Tim Randall: road supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Jared Mevissen: Planning Review Board, AWAIR supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Calla Peterson: Chronicle, investment committee, cemetery committee, Parks & Rec. 

· Steph Bergum: Investment committee, Parks & Rec, cemetery committee.

· Sandi Nelson: Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers - officer.
· Megan Julin: Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers - officer.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 7:05 p.m. Will Keyes aye. Tim Randall aye. Jared Mevissen aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk

Approved: 



 
_____________________________

_________________              
Town Chair

  


Date
