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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                         April 14, 2016

The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:00 p.m. in the township office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Kourtney Kinsley, Supervisor Jamie Bowden, Supervisor Tim Randall by skype, Deputy Treasurer Bridget Kinsley, Treasurer Debbie  Leppala, Deputy Clerk Megan Julin and Clerk Sandi Nelson. Resident and guests present were Don Triebwasser and John Wood.
Reorganization was conducted. Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Tim Randall that keeping with past practices of rotating the position of board chair, Kourtney Kinsley be chair of the Town Board for the next year. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. Kourtney Kinsley abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall that keeping with past practices, Jamie Bowden be vice-chair of the Town Board for the next year. Kourtney aye. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to revise the agenda to hear from the guest and resident. Kourtney Kinsley aye, Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
John Wood, representing the Cotton Area Baseball Club, is requesting $1,500 to put in dugouts at the baseball field at Old School Lives. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to make a contribution of $1,500 to the Cotton Area Baseball Club. Kourtney aye. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. John Wood thanked the town board and left the meeting.
Don Triebwasser discussed that at the annual town meeting he noticed that there was a discrepancy in the two payments the town received for the crushed class 5. As a resident he feels it is not right. Triebwasser has talked to Gerald Wick regarding the ditching the south side of Moberg Road for $7,000 - $7,500. This will be tabled until next month or until a quote is received. Don Triebwasser left the meeting.   
Regular order of business was resumed. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden that the designated depositories and investments for Cotton Township be kept at American Bank of the North located at 8401 Unity Drive, PO Box 415, Mountain Iron, MN 55768 and Northern State Bank of Virginia located at 600 Chestnut Street, Virginia, MN 55792. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.  Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to approve and sign resolution #16-107 & 16-108 for American Bank. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to approve and sign resolution #16-102 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Sandi Nelson, clerk, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to approve and sign resolution #16-103 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Debbie Leppala, treasurer, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #16-104, Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Jamie Bowden, supervisor, working as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle and updating the township web site. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Tim Randall aye. Jamie Bowden abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to approve and sign resolution #16-105 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Debbie Leppala, treasurer, working as an employee performing janitorial services Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to approve and sign resolution #16-106, Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Tim Randall, supervisor, to check township roads and order any emergency work. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file in the resolution book. When published notice is required, the designated papers are Mesabi Daily News in Virginia, MN and Cotton Chronicle. Meeting posting places are: the township bulletin board outside the Community Center, the Wilbert Café, and Cotton SuperAmerica. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden that all town board members are allowed to attend any educational training/meetings throughout the year. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye.  ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department contract has been approved. The Meadowlands Ambulance Service agreement has been approve. The MN Assoc. of Townships Officers list has been signed and returned. The Cotton Planning Review Board members are Dave Swenson, Dennis Olsen and township representative Jamie Bowden. The cemetery board members are Wally & Cherrie Soderlund, Norman & Sirley Peterson, Debbie Leppala, Megan Julin and Sandi Nelson. An AWAIR meeting will be scheduled. The meeting schedule and wage and expense schedule was discussed. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to raise the base pay from $10.50 to $12.00 an hour. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. The guide for town officers was dispersed. Bridget Kinsley was appointed as deputy treasurer and Megan Julin was appointed deputy clerk. Committees and boards served on by the Town Board members: Jamie Bowden - building supervisor, Cotton Planning Review Board, AWAIR supervisor, website, investment committee, Parks & Rec; Tim Randall - road supervisor, investment committee, Parks & Rec; Kourtney Kinsley - Cotton VFD Fire Fighters Relief Assoc., investment committee, Parks & Rec; Debbie Leppala - investment committee, Chronicle, cemetery committee, Parks & Rec; Sandi Nelson - Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis Cty. Assoc. of Township Officers – officer. Megan Julin – cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec. Bridge Kinsley – investment committee, Parks & Rec.
Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to approve the March 10, 2016 board meeting minutes as distributed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve the correction to the February 11, 2016 board meeting minutes to read under Investments, Non Levy beginning balance $102,792.48 and ending balance $102,908.15. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The treasurer presented the cash control statement, schedule 1 and investments.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $56,028.88; receipts $3,679.91; disbursements $7,172.22; ending balance $52,536.57 
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance ($-21,152.12); receipts $0.00: disbursements $0.00; ending balance ($-21,152.12)
FIRE FUND: beginning balance $1,183.49; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $1,183.49
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $10,635.06; receipts $122.40; disbursements $968.84; ending balance $9,788.62
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $6,806.97; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $6,806.97
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $17,785.16; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $17,785.16
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $23,054.75; receipts $686.71; disbursements $600.00; ending balance $23,141.46
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $94,342.19
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4,489.02 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $8,741.06
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $90,090.15
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $132,944.02
INTEREST: $16.25
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $132,960.27
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 3/31/16   $223,050.42
Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to accept the Treasurer’s Report as present-
ed. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION 
CARRIED.
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Check # 
Amount

Payroll  
Period End 3/31/2016
16814-16828

$   4,228.77
PERA
Retirement
16829


$      484.81
Print Corp.
Chronicle printing 
16830


$      370.00

Card Member Services
Office supplies
16831


$      159.52
Curtis Oil
Fuel Oil
16832


$      175.98
L & M Supply
Supplies
16833


$        28.69
Sam’s Club
Kitchen supplies
16834


$      142.19
St. Louis Cty Auditor
Tax notices
16835


$      337.00
Ziegler
Equipment rental
16836


$   3,317.89
St. Louis Cty Assoc of Twps
Bus to annual
16837


$      320.00

Cotton Post Office
Postage
16838


$      160.00

Debbie Leppala
Mileage
16839


$        43.20
Norman Peterson
Mileage
16840


$        25.92
Tim Randall
Reimbursement
16841


$        99.25
Meadowlands Ambulance
Contribution for services
16842


$   3,000.00

Kim Erickson
Election judge/mileage
16843


$      133.62
Stephanie Bergum
Election judge/ mileage
16844


$      117.24
Randall Yrjanson
Election judge/mileage
16845


$      124.80

Debbie Leppala
Ballot board/mileage
16846


$        29.28

Norland Sanitary
Garbage service
16847


$        88.64

A-1 Services
Pump septic
16848


$      195.00

Lake Country Power 
Electric Utilities 
4161 


$      399.00
Arvig
Telephone/internet/fax
4162


$      202.71
Internal Revenue Service
Federal withholdings April
4163


$      948.29

Total For Period $15,131.80
Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign the claims list for #16814 – 16848 including debit #4161, 4162, and 4163 totaling $15,131.80 to pay the Bills For Payment. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES

ASSESSOR: 2016 Valuation Notice

AUDITOR: 2016 Property tax statements, requests for early distribution of 2016 tax collections, election equipment battery replacement and upcoming maintenance schedule* 


ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES: Hazardous waste collection schedule, take it to the box  


EXTENTION OFFICE: Spring gardening extravaganza

PUBLIC WORKS: ATV ordinance draft 

STATE OF MN OFFICES

AUDITOR: E-Update, Pension Division Newsletter

ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: Minutes, Resolution, annual dinner reservations*

ZIEGLER CAT: Invoice, rental agreement, etc.

TRACY EXCAVATING: Contract*

WILBERT CAFÉ & El TORO: Liquor license*

WEEBLY: Website info*

KATE CRISPO: Website info*

SOUTH RIDGE SCHOOL: Prom*

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Annual meeting, Operation Round Up*

PERAPHRASE

NONCOM SCOOP

TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE

OUTLET

ISD 2142 NEWSLETTER

COTTON CHRONICLE

NEWSLINE
*AGENDA ITEMS
OLD BUSINESS
Security cameras: Kourtney Kinsley has not received information.

South Ridge School: A letter has been written to school organizations requesting them to get on the town board agenda to have a contribution considered by the town board. The South Ridge Prom committee will be sent the same letter.

Operation Round Up: the town grant application did not receive funding this quarter.

CONTINUUM
Community Center: The Board approved to get fencing and top soil for the west end of the paved parking lot under general maintenance needs. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to purchase a new fuel oil tank from Curtis Oil for the garage and have it place outside the building and have a curbed slab poured. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
Park: The Cotton Community Church will remove the wood structures from the playground. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to cut a check for the new playground equipment to Old School Lives in May as agreed upon in the grant. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Roads: Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to set the Road Review for April 30, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to reimburse Don Triebwasser $1000 for gravel. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Meetings:  Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting April 21, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. Township Officers meeting April 27, 2016, 6:30 p.m. in Wuori Township. 
NEW BUSINESS
Tracy Excavating Contract: Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to approve and sign the Tracy Excavating contract for road work to include hauling and placement of gravel, culverts and other road maintenance. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Township Officers Annual Meeting: The dinner/meeting is May, 25, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. The speaker will be the project manager for the bridge being constructed on Highway 53 outside Virginia. 
El Toro Liquor License: Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley to grant the request for renewal of 2016-2017 Combination On/Off-Sales/Sunday on-Sale Intoxicating Liquor Licenses for Wilbert, Inc. d/b/a Wilbert Café & El Toro Lounge. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Website: The Town has been informed that Giant Voices is no longer supporting the old programs used on the town’s website. Jamie Bowden has reviewed options for Cotton and would like to set-up a site through Weebly. Kourtney Kinsley motioned, supported by Jamie Bowden to contract with Weebly for a website and to buy the domain name. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Election Equipment: The St. Louis County Auditor’s office has arranged for maintenance for the voting equipment. As voting equipment maintenance is required by law, Debbie Leppala will take the Automark & M100 to the Northland Office Building, Virginia, MN for the maintenance.
As there was no further business, Jamie Bowden motioned, supported by Kourtney Kinsley that the meeting be adjourned at 5:40 p.m. Kourtney Kinsley aye. Jamie Bowden aye. Tim Randall aye. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 







Respectfully submitted,
                            



______________________________   
Approved:
_____________________________
Town Chair

  


_________________Date 
