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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                          April 13, 2023

The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the Cotton Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, Deputy Treasurer Steph Bergum, and Clerk Megan Julin. There were four guests, Shay Dahl and Larry Demenge, Jake’s Companies; Tegan and Briana Fordahl, South Ridge Arts Education. There was one resident present, Pete Weidmen.
Clerk’s minutes. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve the March 9, 2023 Board Meeting and March 28, 2023 Special Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Employee and Election Judge Payrolls period beginning 03/01/2023 and ending 03/14/2023, check numbers 20536-20542 totaling $645.34 were reviewed. 
The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Chronicle Payroll 
Period End 03/31/2023
20543

           
$      353.73
Regular Payroll
Period End 03/31/2023
20544-20551

$   3,700.11

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Mailing & Postage
20552


$      341.00
Megan Julin
Election Mileage
20553


$          2.62

Randall Yrjanson
Election Mileage & Wages
20554


$      148.10

Sandi Nelson
Election Mileage
20555


$            .33

Stephanie Bergum
Election Mileage
20556


$          3.93

Kim Erickson
Moderator Wages
20557


$        25.00

Jill M. Clark 
Mileage & Reimbursement
20558


$      227.15
Jennifer Fallang
Mileage 
20559


$          6.55
Couri & Ruppe
Legal Services
20560


$        62.50

Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20561


$      420.63
Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees (2 months)
20562


$      190.89
Norland Environmental Services
Garbage Service (2 months)
20563


$      296.02
St. Louis County Auditor
Waste Assessment Fees
20564


$      415.00

St. Louis County Auditor
Snowplowing 2nd Half
20565


$   5,947.50

Kathy & Greg Slygh
Rental Deposit
20566


$      100.00
South Ridge School
All Night Grad Party Contribution
20567


$      750.00

SLC Assoc. of Townships
Membership Dues
20568


$      683.20

US Postal Service
USPS Marketing Mail Fee
20569


$      290.00

Forum Communications
Chronicle Printing & Circulation
20570


$      539.41

PERA
Retirement
20571


$      480.31

Meadowlands Ambulance
Ambulance Service Contribution
20572


$   3,500.00

Park State Bank Credit Card
Subscriptions, Supplies
20573


$      150.11
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings (1st quarter)
03233_1


$      106.92

Lake Country Power 
Electric
04231


$      280.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
04232


$      214.55
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings
04233


$      803.89
MN Department of Revenue
Withholdings (1st Quarter)
04234 


$      288.79 

Total For Period  -  $20,328.24
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to approve and sign the claims list for #20543-20573 including electronic fund transfer payments #03233_1 and #43231-04234 totaling $20,328.24 to pay the Bills For Payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Tegan Fordahl requested a contribution on behalf of South Ridge Arts Education. Contributions would be used for field trips, elementary art fair, and an end of year banquet to recognize students’ accomplishments. A flyer was included in tonight’s agenda packet. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve a contribution to South Ridge Arts Education for the amount of $400.00. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Pete Weidman is wondering if the township would consider taking over maintenance of Evergreen Lane, specifically snowplowing. Evergreen Lane is considered a private road and the maintenance is currently the responsibility of property owners. The road length is approximately ¾ mile. Supervisor Randall explained that the township has a contract with St. Louis County Public Works for snowplowing. They may not be willing to add another road to the contract. Landowners would be required to bring the road up to spec and cede enough land to get the full right of way to accommodate road equipment. Supervisor Nelson would not like the township to take over any more roads at this time because of the additional expenses and responsibilities it would create. If the township begins plowing the road, they would be responsible for all the maintenance. For the road segment to become a public road, she believes the process would need to begin with a petition of the voters per state statute.  The road would need to be brought up to St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works regulations before the township would even consider it. Pete will contact SLC Public Works to inquire if this would be something they would be willing to take on. Clerk Julin will forward information regarding the petition requirements to Pete. Tabled.
Larry Demenge introduced Shay Dahl who will be performing the grading and mowing on the township roads this year. The Board reviewed Jake’s Companies Road Grading and Mowing Contracts. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Jake’s Companies Grading Contract. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Jake’s Companies Mowing Contract. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
The Board discussed hiring Jared Mevissen for information technology (IT) services. St. Louis County Association of Township Officers hired him to run virtual equipment at their next meeting. The township does not need IT services at this time but will keep him in mind if anything changes. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.
GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $34,480.66 receipts $1,906.18; disbursements $8,110.48; ending balance $28,276.36
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $95,046.87; receipts $0.00: disbursements $0.00; ending balance $95,046.87
COVID: beginning balance $49,067.72; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $49,067.72
FIRE FUND: beginning balance ($176.66); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance ($176.66)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,067.47; receipts $180.00; disbursements $1,311.88; ending balance $15,935.59
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $14,664.30; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $14,664.30
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $19,939.04; receipts $14.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $19,953.04
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $22,214.18; receipts $2,668.94; disbursements $193.14; ending balance $24,689.98
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $252,303.58
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4,769.12 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $9,615.50
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $247,457.20
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $1,132.32
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $248,589.52
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $131,009.65
INTEREST: $4.43
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $131,014.08
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 03/31/23 $378,471.28
ACCRUED INTEREST: $654.08

INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $131,668.16
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 03/31/23 $379,125.36
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve online EFT payment of $220.91 to be withdrawn on May 3, 2023 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Correspondence:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: Early Distribution Request Notice

ASSESSOR: Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Information

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES: 2023 HHW Community Collection Schedule

LAND & MINERALS: Shaw Pit Authorization*


PUBLIC HEALTH: Community Partner Survey, MA Annual Eligibility Renewal Requirements


PUBLIC WORKS: MN Power Pit Crushing Test Results, Crushing Price Shaw Pit*

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


DEPT OF HEALTH: Spring 2023 Noncom Notes 


US TREASURY: SLRF April 2023 Project & Expenditure Report updates

SOCIAL SECURITY: Business Services Online Changes

PERA: Spring 2023 Peraphrase

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: March Newsletter, District 10 Director Resignation*, Spring Short Course Updates, Graham Berg-Moberg statutory & common Law conflicts of interest information

MATIT: Consolidated Liability Coverage Renewal Estimate*

CVFD: Water Tank*
ST. LOUIS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: February minutes/March agenda

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: 2023 Official Director Ballot*, District Meeting Invitation

JAKE’S COMPANIES LLC: Mowing and Grading Contracts*
WOOD BROTHERS EXCAVATING: Road Contract*
FIREWISE COORDINATOR: Strategic Planning Meeting Info*, 

RAMS: Meeting notice and agenda, Meeting minutes, Updates 

COI’S: Jeff Dulinski, Wood Brothers Excavating LLC

COURI & RUPPE LAW OFFICE: Township Legal Seminar Invitation

CINDY SCHEUCHNER: Cemetery Information Request

JARED MEVISSEN: On call tech*

SOUTH RIDGE ARTS EDUCATION: Contribution Request*

SOUTH RIDGE AREA YOUTH BASEBALL: Contribution Request*

PARK STATE BANK: Pledge of Securities

COTTON CHRONICLE

NEWSLINE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTIZING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

OLD BUSINESS
Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Wildfire Strategic planning, Water Tank, Audit: The Board reviewed the Cotton, Ellsburg and Kelsey Wildfire Mitigation Action Plan Chart that was drafted by Gloria Erickson, St. Louis County Firewise contractor. Wildfire Resiliency efforts discussed in the Action Plan included wood chipping projects and the placement of a cistern tank near South Strand. To be eligible for a MN DNR Firewise grant, the communities requesting grant funding need to be recognized or in the process of being recognized as a Firewise Community USA. Supervisor Nelson feels The Wildfire Mitigation Action Plan Chart should be reviewed at a meeting with the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) and Gloria Erickson. Tabled. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2022 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department Audit. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. CVFD is seeking permission to install a 10,000-gallon underground water tank on the property at the fire hall. The tank was acquired for free and CVFD is currently seeking quotes for installation. Permitting will need to be verified and a locate completed prior to installation. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the placement of a 10,000-gallon water tank at the firehall by a licensed contractor pending permitting and locate. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
CONTINUUM 
Community Center: Security: Security options for the community center were discussed at the Annual Meeting and additional security measures were taken. Grounds Keeper Position: The position is posted and was published in the April edition of the Cotton Chronicle. Applications will be accepted through May 11, 2023. 
Roads: Contracts: The Board reviewed the 2023 Wood Brothers Excavation Road Contract. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2023 Road Contract with Wood Brothers Excavation. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Shaw Pit Authorization Form & Crushing Price: The crushing price at the Shaw Pit will be $2.84 per ton. The price is less than the estimate of $3.80 per ton. The Board reviewed the Shaw Pit Authorization Form between the township and St. Louis County Land and Minerals Department authorizing Cotton Township to have aggregate material crushed and stored at the Shaw Pit. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the Shaw Pit Authorization Form. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Road Review will be held on May 2, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. Supervisor Randall requested St. Louis County Public Works place gravel on Kauppi Lake, Cemetery, Fisher, and Mckay due to water on the roads caused by flooding. He will continue to monitor the township roads as water levels rise. 
MEETINGS: Spring Road Review May 2, 2023 @ 9:00am, Local Board of Appeal & Equalization May 4 4-5pm, AWAIR Meeting May 11, 2023 @ 5:30pm, Regular Town Board Meeting May 11, 2023 @ 6:00pm, St. Louis County Township Officers April 26, 2023 @ 6:30pm Board of Directors @ 5:30pm, St. Louis County Township Officers Annual Meeting & Dinner May 24 @ 5:30pm 
NEW BUSINESS
South Ridge Area Youth Baseball Contribution Request: Looking for contributions to help support keeping baseball in local communities. Contributions will help cover the cost of fees, insurance, uniforms, and many other expenses. The township has not contributed since the new organization was formed due to lack of nonprofit status. The organization is now a public charity, under federal tax Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501©(3). Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve a contribution to South Ridge Area Youth Baseball in the amount of $1,000.00. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. In return for the contribution, a banner with Town of Cotton name will be placed on fences at all fields. 

El Toro Liquor License: The Board reviewed the El Toro/El Toro Package Store/Wilbert liquor license application. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the El Toro/El Toro Package Store/Wilbert Liquor License application. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
MN Association of Township Insurance Bond & Trust (MATIT) Consolidated Liability Coverage: Rates are increasing by 9.8% and will be due by August 15, 2023. The Board discussed looking into other insurance agencies. The Clerk will contact Eric Peterson at MSI and request a quote. Jim Fisher has resigned from his position as Minnesota Association of Townships Director for District 10. The Minnesota Association of Townships Board of Directors are working to finalize details on filling the position for the remainder of the term. 
Pledge of securities and annual certificate of adoption of director’s resolution was received from Park State Bank. 
The Board did not vote on the 2023 Lake Country Power Ballot.

The Board discussed paying facility custodian wages out of the non-levy fund rather than the general fund. Most of the cleaning is produced by rentals. Rental income is received into the non-levy fund. The non-levy fund is typically used to purchase items for the community center, repairs, and contributions. Facility custodian wages will continue to be paid out of the general fund. 
Clerk and Treasurer Appointed Position: The pros and cons of townships having an appointed clerk and treasurer position as opposed to being elected every two years was discussed at the 2023 Annual Meeting. Larry Keough motioned, supported by Tim Randall to submit the question to adopt option B to the electors which would change the township government to allow supervisors to appoint either a clerk, a treasurer, or both and eliminates elections for clerk and/or treasurer. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Office Equipment: St. Louis County Emergency Management has free office equipment they offered to municipalities. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve board members and staff to acquire office equipment from St. Louis County Emergency Management in Pike Lake. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

National Night Out: The Board discussed celebrating 2023 National Night Out at the Community Center. The township should start planning and organizing now. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall, to approve spending up to $2,000.00 on hosting National Night Out and purchasing a sign. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) 2023 Compliance Report and the Annual Financial Report were submitted.
Reorganization was conducted. 

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that Sandi Nelson be chair of the Town Board for the next year. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. Sandi Nelson abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough that Tim Randall be vice-chair of the Town Board for the next year. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
The 2023 Wage Schedule was presented. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2023 Wage Schedule excluding the Chronicle wages. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Larry Keough motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2023 Wage Schedule excluding the Groundskeeper wages. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson employees will be paid the same meeting rate as board members. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. The 2023 wage schedule is on file in the town office. 
Tim motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign resolution #23-201 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Sandi Nelson, Supervisor, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle and Election Judge. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. Sandi Nelson abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #23-202 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Larry Keough, supervisor, to perform groundkeeper duties. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough abstain. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #23-203 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Larry Keough, supervisor, to perform minor road work, check township roads and gravel pit and perform community center maintenance. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign resolution #23-204 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Tim Randall, supervisor, to perform minor road work, check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. Tim Randall abstained. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #23-205 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Megan Julin, Clerk, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #23-206 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Jill Clark, Treasurer, to work as an Election Judge. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file, in the resolution book, in township office.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the designated depositories and investments for Cotton Township be kept at Park State Bank located at 8401 Unity Drive, PO Box 415, Mountain Iron, MN 55768. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #23-207 for Park State Bank Government Funds Banking. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye.  Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
When published notice is required, the designated papers are Cotton Chronicle and Mesabi Daily News in Virginia, MN.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the designated posting place is the township bulletin board outside the Cotton Community Center. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Postings will be made at the Wilbert Café and Cotton Speedway in addition to the community center when able. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall that all town board members and deputies are allowed to attend any educational training/meetings throughout the year and be compensated per the 2023 Wage and Expense Schedule. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall Automatic Debits include  Lake Country Power (monthly), Arvig (monthly), State Withholdings (quarterly), Federal Withholdings (monthly), Unemployment, and MN Department of Revenue (annually Sales & Use Tax), Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
There will be no planning review board as Minnesota Association of Townships recommends the township refrain from commenting on St. Louis County zoning. A person aggrieved by the county’s decision can not only sue the county but also the Township on the basis that the Township used its government power in some way that caused harm to that individual. A better approach maybe for the Township to provide a statement of what it believes the effect will be if a petition is granted. That may provide the county with an understanding of the effect on the Township of granting the request pending before it.
Cemetery Committee – Wally and Cherrie Soderlund, Larry and Mary Anne Keough, Sandi Nelson, Megan Julin, and Megan Hilsgen.
Committees and Boards served on by Town Board members:

· Sandi Nelson: AWAIR supervisor, cemetery, Chronicle, investment, Parks & Rec., St. Louis County Association of Townships Officers – officer.
· Tim Randall: Road Supervisor, weed inspector, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Larry Keough: Building Supervisor, cemetery, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Jill Clark: Investment committee, Parks & Rec. 

· Steph Bergum: Investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Megan Hilsgen: Cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec. 
· Megan Julin: Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis County Association of Township Officers - officer.
The annual Workplace Accident and Injury Reduction Program (AWAIR) meeting is scheduled for May 11, 2023 at 5:30pm.

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the updated Cotton Township Drug Policy to include legalized THC products. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the updated AWAIR Program listing Sandi Nelson as the AWAIR Supervisor. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. Sandi Nelson abstain. MOTION CARRIED.

The Meeting Time & Date Schedule, Wage & Expense Schedule, Guide for Town Officers and Township Officers list was included in the reorganization packet. Stephanie Bergum was appointed deputy clerk. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:27 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,
______________________________  






Town Clerk
Approved: 
_____________________________

_________________  
Town Chair

  


Date
