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COTTON TOWN BOARD MEETING                                                                          April 11, 2024

/The meeting was called to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. in the town office, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Board members present were Supervisor Sandi Nelson, Supervisor Tim Randall, Supervisor Larry Keough, Treasurer Jill Clark, and Clerk Megan Julin. There was one resident present, Todd Julin and one guest present Ronald Wollschlager. 
Clerk’s minutes. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the March 14, 2024 Board Meeting minutes as distributed. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
The Treasurer presented the cash control, schedule 1, investments, and financial statements.

GENERAL FUND: beginning balance $20,043.71 receipts $0.00; disbursements $8,879.05; ending balance $11,164.66
ROAD/BRIDGE FUND: beginning balance $58,978.12; receipts $33,548.95; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $92,527.07
COVID: beginning balance $38,183.04; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $38,183.04
FIRE FUND: beginning balance ($4,786.02); receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance ($4,786.02)
CHRONICLE FUND: beginning balance $17,176.11; receipts $1,918.25; disbursements $1,747.29; ending balance $17,347.07
CEMETERY FUND: beginning balance $9,061.02; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $9,061.02
PARKS & REC FUND: beginning balance $2,981.91; receipts $0.00; disbursements $0.00; ending balance $2,981.91
NON-LEVY REVENUE: beginning balance $23,025.46; receipts $1,381.59; disbursements $751.35; ending balance $23,655.70
CASH CONTROL BEGINNING BALANCE: $164,663.35
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $36,848.79 


TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $11,377.69
CASH CONTROL ENDING BALANCE: $190,134.45
OUTSTANDING CHECKS: $1,805.00
TOTAL PER BANK STATEMENT: $191,939.45
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE: $181,177.01
INTEREST: $1.35
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE: $181,178.36
TOTAL BALANCE ON HAND: 03/31/24 $371,312.81
INVESTMENTS BEGINNING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $185,350.56
INTEREST:  $1.35
INVESTMENTS ENDING BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: $185,351.91
TOTAL BALANCE WITH ACCRUED INTEREST: 03/31/24 $375,486.36
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve online EFT payment of $214.35 to be withdrawn on May 3, 2024 to pay Arvig for phone/fax/internet bill. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Supervisors reviewed the following payrolls. Election Payroll period beginning 03/01/2024 and ending 03/15/2024, check numbers 20906-20909 totaling $645.31. Employee Payroll period beginning 03/01/2024 and ending 03/15/2024, check numbers 20910-20911 totaling $335.67. Regular Payroll period beginning 03/01/2024 and ending 03/31/2024, check numbers 20912-20917 totaling $3,428.47.

The Treasurer presented the claims list. 
Vendor Name 
Description
Claim # 
Amount

Cotton Post Office
Chronicle Postage & Stamps
20918


$      431.00
Megan Julin
Mileage Reimbursement
20919


$        71.02
Federated Co-op, Inc.
Propane
20920


$      508.96

Forum Communications
Printing & Circulation
20921


$      546.70

Jake’s Co. LLC dba Kivi Trucking
Grading
20922


$   2,400.00

Menards-Hermantown
Supplies
20923


$      114.77

Metro Sales, Inc.
Printing Fees
20924


$      172.53

Park State Bank
March Charges
20925


$        89.71

St. Louis County Auditor 
Snowplowing 2nd Half
20926


$   6,246.40

St. Louis County Auditor
Waste Assessment Fees
20927


$      415.00

Panther Summer Softball
Contribution
20928


$      500.00

South Ridge PTSO
Contribution
20929


$      500.00

Uline
Supplies
20930


$        87.86


Meadowlands Ambulance
Contribution
20931


$   3,500.00
PERA
Retirement
20932


$      485.66

Norland Environmental Service, Inc.
Garbage Service
20933


$      148.01

Lake Country Power
Electric
04241


$      335.00
Arvig
Telephone/Fax/Internet
04242


$      219.00
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 1st Quarter
04243


$      211.68
Internal Revenue Service
Withholdings 2nd Quarter
04243_1


$      677.32

MN Department of Revenue
1st Quarter State Withholdings
04244


$       482.11




Total For Period  -  $18,142.73
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign the claims list for #20918-20933 including electronic fund transfer payments #04241-04244 and 04243_1 totaling $18,142.73 to pay the bills for payment. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 

CORRESPONDENCE:
ST. LOUIS COUNTY OFFICES


AUDITOR: DS200 Maintenance, Requests for Early Distribution of 2024 Tax Collections

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NEWSLETTER

BROADBAND NEWS

PUBLIC HEALTH PULSE

STATE OF MN OFFICES


AUDITOR: Weekly Updates, Pension Newsletter


PERA: 2023 PERA Exclusion Report Complete, SVF GASB 68 Reporting

FEMA/HSEM: CATZ Administrative Costs Reimbursement

TREASURY: Project & expenditure report user guide

UNITED STATE POSTAL SERVICE: Post Office Lease Renewal* 

MN ASSOC OF TOWNSHIPS: March Newsletter 

SLC ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS OFFICERS: Resolution*, February Minutes, Short Course info, Gene Dufault letter

UNITED TOWNSHIP OFFICERS: Notices/information

RAMS: Newsletter, Meeting notice and agenda

SOUTH RIDGE ARTS EDUCATION: 2024 Evening with the Arts

WUORI/SOLWAY: Custodian Wages*

WA FISHER: Quotes for checks

SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM LLP: Opioid Settlements Information

LAKE COUNTRY POWER: Newsline, Annual Meeting Notice 

BIG BOOK: Thank you letter

COTTON CHRONICLE

MISCELLANEOUS CATALOGS, ADVERTISING & FLYERS

*AGENDA ITEMS

At the 2024 Annual Town Meeting held on March 12, 2024, residents requested the Town Board send a letter of concern regarding the nonprofit organization, Transparent. Transparent is a faith-based organization that will provide a support system for young adults who have aged out of the foster care system. They are proposing to partner with Old School Lives (OSL) and build multiple single person dwellings on OSL property. Residents voiced concerns about the location. The distance they will be required to travel for employment will likely be more than 30 miles each way. It was also mentioned that the land has been inspected by environmental consultants in the past and the right field was deemed wetlands. Residents voiced it is a good idea, but a bad location. Ronald Wollschlager came to discuss the letter of concern he received from the township. He has been working with St. Louis County Planning and Zoning to come up with viable placement options that would avoid wetlands to retain permits. The hope is that most of the individuals living at Transparent will be working at local businesses in Cotton Township while Transparent helps them develop life and working skills. Ronald explained they want to distract young adults from what is going on in their life. Large cities can provide access to adverse influences. He feels Cotton will provide access to a good faith-based lifestyle and sense of community.  They are planning on fundraising and moving forward with permitting, litigation and programming. They are also working on a lease agreement with Old School Lives that will protect both sides in the case one or the other folds. He thanked the residents for their concerns and left the meeting.
Todd Julin, Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Fire Chief, discussed the emergency assembly area behind the firehall. The Life Link III manager and pilot informed him approximately 30 poplar trees should be removed from the eastern property line. Some of the trees are on the western side of the adjacent property line. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to allow CVFD to remove poplar trees obstructing the emergency assembly located at 7507 Hwy 53 and send a letter to the adjacent property owner requesting to remove poplar trees and maintain the area on parcel 305-0020-01910. Sandi Nelson, Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Julin spoke with St. Louis County Deputy Sheriff Brock Kick and the area at the Cotton Community Center where the skating rink was, will work to land a helicopter on National Night Out. CVFD will assist with landing. Supervisor Nelson mentioned expenses for the large building owned by the township should be submitted to the township.   
OLD BUSINESS
FEMA Flooding: Final payment was received for administration reimbursement. Project is complete and has been closed out.  
National Night Out: National Night Out will be held on August 6, 2024. Tabled.
CONTINUUM 
Roads: Parking Lot Snow Removal: St. Louis County (SLC) Public Works did not plow the township’s parking lots after the last snowfall due to road restrictions and have not removed snow from parking lots in a timely manner for several years. St. Louis County Public Works will not remove the snow from the parking lots until all county roads are clear. This could take several days in the event of a snowstorm. The Town Board proposed adding an amendment to the snow removal contract requesting the fire hall parking lot be opened when the snowplow is clearing Comstock Lake Road. SLC Public Works denied the addition of the amendment. SLC Deputy Public Works Director Brian Boder informed the township that SLC will plow the fire hall, post office and community center parking lots at the earliest time practical during plowing operations. They are allowed the option to complete the task when practical, reasonable, and convenient during the normal plowing procedures.  The parking lots need to be cleared as soon as possible for emergency response vehicles, post office customers, and community center access, not when it is convenient for SLC Public Works. The Board discussed alternative options for parking lot snow removal. Previous contractor quotes from 2023 were reviewed. Supervisor Randall proposed purchasing a truck with a v-plow that would be stored in the township garage. Insurance and maintenance costs were discussed. The road fund was considered. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall, to purchase a truck with a plow and spend up to $25,000.00 at Supervisor Randall and Keough’s discretion. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
East Mckay Road: The township’s ownership of West Mckay Road on the west side of Highway 53 was discussed at the 2024 Annual Township Meeting. A resident noticed there was a gate on the road. West McKay Road was designated a cartway on August 17, 1979 and the township is not responsible for any maintenance. Supervisor Randall inspected the road and there is not a gate. 
2024 Road Review: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to schedule 2024 Spring Road Review for May 2, 2024 at 9:00am. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Community Center: Rental Fees: Supervisor Nelson was informed by the facility custodian there was a mess left by renters using the community center for a meeting this week. The rental policy states a $50.00 fee will be applied if the facility is not left in the same condition as upon rental. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to charge an additional $50.00 clean up fee to the April 10, 2024 rental.  Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Raising rental fees for meetings and larger events was discussed. Fees should be able to cover cleaning costs. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to raise rental fees as indicated on the updated Community Center Rental Fee Schedule effective July 1, 2024. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Updated Community Center Rental Fee Schedule on file with the clerk in the town office. 
Post Office Lease: The proposed lease agreement is for a five year lease with two additional five year renewal options. A four percent broker fee is due upon execution of lease. The current lease is effective through February 2026. Tabled. 
Outhouse: Delivery of portable outhouse was delayed due to weather. A-1 Services Inc. will be contacted for delivery at the clerk’s discretion. 
MEETINGS: SLC Association of Township Officers April 24, 2024 @ 6:30pm, AWAIR Meeting May 9, 2024 @ 5:30pm; Regular Town Board Meeting May 9, 2024 @ 6:00pm; Local Board of Appeal and Equalization May 16, 2024 4-5PM
NEW BUSINESS
Contracts: The Board reviewed 2024 contracts. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve Jake’s Companies DBA Kivi Trucking 2024 Grading and Mowing Contracts. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2024 Road Contract with Wood Brothers Excavation. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve the 2024 Sexton Contract with Tracy Excavating. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Supervisor Keough mentioned contractors are required to follow state and federal guidelines and contractors will be held accountable to finish work and do a satisfactory job. 
Minnesota Association of Townships Officer List was updated and submitted. 
USDA Grants and Low Interest Loans: Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant available to townships through the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The township qualifies for 35% funding based on the community’s household income and population. Priority will be given to fire and emergency departments. Departments must be owned by a municipality to qualify. The township will not apply for funding at this time. 
CVFD Financial Reports: The Board reviewed the Cotton Volunteer Fire Departments 2023 financial records and treasurer reports and determined everything was in order. 
Checks, Postage, Website Domain: The treasurer presented a list of office supplies needed exceeding $100.00. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve purchasing 1,000 checks, 500 stamped envelopes, and domain name for township website. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Treasurer Clark mentioned she submitted the 941 first quarter report and the Minnesota Unemployment report. 
Reorganization was conducted. 

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough that Tim Randall be chair of the Town Board for the next year. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall that Larry Keough be vice-chair of the Town Board for the next year. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough abstain. MOTION CARRIED. 
The 2024 Wage Schedule was presented. The facility custodian requested a wage increase. Custodian wages from various townships, summary of hours worked, and tasks performed were reviewed. Supervisor Keough asked if the Board should consider increasing the wage for the groundskeepers hired last year as well considering the work is more labor intensive. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2024 Wage Schedule excluding the Chronicle wages Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Larry Keough motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve the 2024 Wage Schedule excluding the Groundskeeper wages. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. Sandi Nelson abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve increasing the wages of Jennifer Fallang, Brandon Omdahl, and Chelsie Omdahl to $20.00/hour Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. The 2024 wage schedule is on file in the town office. 
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #24-212 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Larry Keough, supervisor, to perform groundkeeper duties. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #24-213 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Larry Keough, supervisor, to perform minor road work, check township roads and gravel pit and perform community center maintenance. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign resolution #24-214 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Tim Randall, supervisor, to perform minor road work, check township roads and gravel pit and order any emergency work. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. Tim Randall abstain. MOTION CARRIED. Tim motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign resolution #24-215 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Sandi Nelson, supervisor, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle and Election Judge. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. Sandi Nelson abstain. MOTION CARRED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign resolution #24-216 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Megan Julin, clerk, to work as an employee in writing, editing, and publishing the Cotton Chronicle. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Tim Randall motioned, supported by Larry Keough to approve and sign resolution #24-217 Authorizing Work Project with Interested Officer for Jill Clark, treasurer, to work as an Election Judge. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Resolutions on file, in the resolution book, in township office.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the designated depositories and investments for Cotton Township be kept at Park State Bank located at 8401 Unity Drive, PO Box 415, Mountain Iron, MN 55768. Tim Randall aye. Sandi Nelson aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Tim Randall to approve and sign resolution #24-218 for Park State Bank Government Funds Banking. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye.  Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
When published notice is required, the designated papers are Cotton Chronicle and Mesabi Daily News in Virginia, MN.
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the designated posting place is the township bulletin board outside the Cotton Community Center. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. Postings will be made at the Wilbert Café and Cotton Speedway in addition to the community center when able. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that all town board members and deputies are allowed to attend any educational training/meetings throughout the year and be compensated per the 2024 Wage and Expense Schedule. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson Automatic Debits include Lake Country Power (monthly), Arvig (monthly), State Withholdings (quarterly), Federal Withholdings (monthly), Unemployment, and MN Department of Revenue (annually Sales & Use Tax), Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Cemetery Committee – Wally and Cherrie Soderlund, Larry and Mary Anne Keough, Sandi Nelson, Megan Julin.
Committees and Boards served on by Town Board members:

· Sandi Nelson: AWAIR Supervisor, cemetery, Chronicle, investment, Parks & Rec.
· Tim Randall: Road Supervisor, weed inspector, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Larry Keough: Building Supervisor, cemetery, investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Jill Clark: Investment committee, Parks & Rec. 

· Steph Bergum: Investment committee, Parks & Rec.

· Jesse Simek: investment committee, Parks & Rec. 
· Megan Julin: Chronicle, cemetery committee, investment committee, Parks & Rec, St. Louis County Association of Township Officers - officer.
The annual Workplace Accident and Injury Reduction Program (AWAIR) meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2024 at 5:30pm.

The Meeting Time & Date Schedule, Wage & Expense Schedule, Guide for Town Officers and Township Officers list was included in the reorganization packet. Jesse was appointed deputy clerk. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:06 p.m. Sandi Nelson aye. Tim Randall aye. Larry Keough aye. MOTION CARRIED. 
Approved: 






Respectfully submitted,      

___________________________



______________________________  

Town Chair






Town Clerk

_________________  
Date
