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COTTON ANNUAL TOWN MEETING                                                           March 14, 2017

The meeting was called to order by Clerk Sandi Nelson at approximately 8:32 p.m. in the Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 12 townspeople present. List on file with the clerk in the township office.

The clerk opened the floor for nominations of a moderator of the meeting. Janis Wendell motioned, supported by Craig Kinsley to nominate Kim Erickson as moderator. Are there any other nominations (3 times). As there are no other nominations a vote was taken for Kim Erickson to be moderator. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. The moderator read the order of business for the annual meeting.   

Constance Johnston motioned supported by Janis Wendell to forgo reading the clerk’s 2016 annual minutes and approve the March 8, 2016 minutes as distributed. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Copy on file with the clerk in the township office.
A copy of the Board of Audit 2016 Financial Report with the schedule 1, schedule 8, and cash control was distributed with the agenda. 
TOTALS FOR YEAR:  JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2016




Jan 1
 
Balance w/ Investment
$236,784.72
Jan 1

Balance of Investments
  132,792.48


Jan 1

Balance of Funds

  103,992.24
1/1-12/31
Total Yearly Receipts

  270,150.90
1/1-12/31
Total Yearly Disbursements
  297,098.35
Dec 31

Balance of Funds

    77,044.79
Dec 31

Balance of Investments
  133,453.96
Dec 31

Balance w/Investments
$210,498.75
Janis Wendell motioned, supported by Tim Randall that the 2016 Board of Audit Financial Report be approved as presented. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. Board of Audit Copy on file with the clerk in the township office.
Review of 2016 activities. 
Kourtney Kinsley reported a new playground was installed. A security system was purchased and installed for the community center. There are cameras outside of the building at each entrance. Sandi Nelson reported a new fuel oil tank was purchased and a concrete slab was poured outside the garage for the tank to sit on. A rain barrel was purchased for the cemetery. A list of 2016 highlights, current prices for lots and plots at the cemetery, and a copy of the Cotton Chronicle 2015 & 2016 financial comparison were included in the agenda packet and are on file in the township office.
Roads & Gravel Pit: Tim Randall reported, since gravel was crushed in the town’s pit in 2015, the town has started placing it on the roads. In 2017 the town plans on completing the Pioneer Lake Road ditching project and begin rebuilding township roads with the class 5 from the town pit. Tim mentioned increasing the 2017 road & bridge levy to help with the costs of road projects. Sandi noted the road & bridge fund was in the negative at the end of 2016. At the Board of Audit meeting in February the Board transferred $50,708.83 out of investments into the road & bridge fund taking that fund out of the negative. There has not been a raise in the levy for ten years. There was discussion about the Pioneer Lake Road Project. The town is hoping to complete more ditching projects on other roads in the future. The 2016 Road Report was included in the agenda packet and is on file in the township office.
Fire Department: Constance Johnston reported Chief, Craig Kinsley achieved 40 years of service on the Cotton Volunteer Fire Department, and he’s not quitting yet. It was decided to forgo the reading of the 2016 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Report. The report was included in the agenda packet and is on file with the clerk in the township office. The CVFD respectfully requested $24,000 plus $6,000 truck depreciation fund totaling $30,000 for the next contract year, 2017. Debbie Leppala motioned, supported by Will Keyes to approve the $30,000 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department contract request for 2017. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Setting of the town levy. General Fund: Tim Randall motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the general fund levy stay the same at $115,559. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 
Road & Bridge Fund: Craig Kinsley motioned, supported by Tim Randall to raise the road levy from 43,695 to $55,000. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. 

Total Cotton 2017 township levy is $170,559 collectible in 2018.

Contributions made by the Town throughout the year include: Meadowlands Ambulance Service, St. Louis County Sherriff Rescue Squad, Chemical Free Graduation Parties at South Ridge and Cherry Schools, South Ridge Panther Football, Old School Lives Youth, Art, and Health & Wellness programs, Meadowlands Central St. Louis County Fair, South Ridge Panthers Soccer, Cotton Area Baseball, and South Ridge Panther Athletic Club (PAC). Debbie Leppala motioned, supported by Tim Randall to authorize the Town Board to contract for health, social and recreational services from nonprofit organizations for a total of $10,000.00. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
The following were duly elected March 14, 2017:


Supervisor – three year term



Kourtney Kinsley

Special Election Supervisor – one year term

Will Keyes

Treasurer – two year term

 

Debbie Leppala
Janis Wendell motioned, supported by Will Keyes to hold the 2018 annual meeting the second Tuesday in March at 8:30 p.m. (March 13, 2018) at the Cotton Community Center and if inclement weather the annual meeting will be held one week later. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
As there was no further business, Tim Randall motioned, supported by Janis Wendell that the meeting be adjourned at 9:00 p.m. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.








Respectfully submitted, 
    






______________________________        

                                                     


Town Clerk


