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COTTON ANNUAL TOWN MEETING                                                           March 12, 2019

The meeting was called to order by Clerk Megan Julin at approximately 8:35 p.m. in the Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 19 townspeople present. List on file with the clerk in the township office.

The clerk opened the floor for nominations of a moderator of the meeting. Debbie Leppala motioned, supported by Steph Bergum to nominate Kim Erickson as moderator. Are there any other nominations (3 times). As there are no other nominations a vote was taken for Kim Erickson to be moderator. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 8:38 pm. The moderator read the order of business for the annual meeting.   

Debbie Leppala motioned, supported by Claude Piguet to forgo reading the clerk’s minutes and approve the March 13, 2018 annual minutes as distributed. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 8:42 pm. Copy of the minutes are in the agenda packet and on file with the clerk in the township office.
A copy of the Board of Audit 2018 Financial Report with the schedule 1, schedule 8, and cash control was distributed with the agenda. 
TOTALS FOR YEAR:  JANUARY 1 - DECEMBER 31, 2018




Jan 1, 2018 
Balance of Funds

 
$117,512.55
Jan 1

Balance of Investments
  
    83,268.81

Jan 1

Balance on Hand


$200,781.36
2018

Total Yearly Receipts

$252,851.07
2018

Total Yearly Disbursements
$250,732.44
Dec 31

Balance of Funds

  
$119,631.18
Dec 31

Balance of Investments
  
    83,900.96
Dec 31, 2018
Balance on Hand


$203,532.14
NET GAIN OR (LOSS)
             
       2018 Gain
 $   2,118.63
General Fund


$  13,646.17
Road & Bridge Fund

     -5,195.89
Fire Fund


     -4,386.30
Chronicle Fund

      
         450.61
Cemetery Fund

      
     -3,013.00
Parks & Rec Fund

      3,198.25

Non-Levy Fund

    
     -2,581.21
RECEIPTS - 
Regular Deposits


$  21,698.21


Electronic Deposits

  230,279.44


Interest Checking Acct

         241.27

Investment Interest

         632.15


Total Receipts
 
  
$252,851.07


Dec 31, 2018
Cash Balance Statement

$252,851.07
DISBURSEMENTS 

Checks



$231,009.33


Electronic Debits

    
    19,090.96

Investment Interest

         632.15
Total Disbursements
     
$250,732.44


Dec 31, 2018
Cash Balance Statement

$250,732.44

INVESTMENTS 

Jan 1, 2018

$  83,268.81


CD Interest

        
        564.99


Savings Interest           
      
          67.16


Total Interest Earned

        632.15


Dec 31, 2018

 
$ 83,900.96

IMPREST FUND

Jan 1 – Dec 31, 2018



Receipts: Fax & Copies

$        50.45



Disbursements: Postage & Money Orders 50.45

LAKE COUNTRY POWER CAPITAL CREDIT 
$      205.06
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the 2018 Board of Audit Financial Report be approved as presented. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 8:45 pm. Board of Audit Copy on file with the clerk in the township office.
Review of 2018 Activities. 
Debbie Leppala reported a new chimney was installed by Upper Lakes Chimney and Masonry. The furnace was replaced and converted from fuel oil to propane. Norman and Sirley Peterson retired as groundskeepers. The Board hired Larry and Mary Ann Keough to fill the position. A new riding lawn mower was purchased. Cotton Township is considering upgrading to energy and cost efficient flat panel LED light bulbs. Sandi Nelson reported the cemetery was brushed by McRae Land Improvements. Megan Julin reported the previous printing company, Print Corp, went out of business and the township switched to Cook News Herald. The township is considering moving forward with Forum Communications printing company in the future. Forum Communications is able to offer color pictures and take care of circulation. Constance Johnston asked if the ink used by Forum Communications is environmentally friendly. Debbie Leppala reported a swing set was repaired in the park that had been separated due to frost. The township is considering painting equipment and purchasing a sandbox.  A list of 2018 highlights, current prices for lots and plots at the cemetery, and a copy of the Cotton Chronicle 2017 & 2018 financial comparison were included in the agenda packet and are on file in the township office.
Roads & Gravel Pit: Will Keyes reported Cotton Township worked with three contractors in 2018; Jake’s Companies LLC, Tracey Excavating, and McRae Land Improvements. Spring Road Review was completed in June by the Town Board and Clerk. Jake’s Companies LLC reclaimed shoulders on Kauppi Lake Road in June. Calcium Chloride was placed on roads to reduce dust. Road signs were brushed out. Gravel was placed on Rose Lake, Fisher, Pioneer, Cemetery, Kauppi, and Moberg Roads. A large project was completed on Kauppi Lake Road in November. The project included replacing two culverts and placing 220 yard of class 5 gravel. Road signs were replaced on Cemetery, McKay, and Moberg Roads. The total paid out in 2018 for Road & Bridge was $68,017.75. Two bridges will be replaced this summer on Comstock Lake Road. The Cotton Volunteer Fire Department, Ellsburg Volunteer Fire Department, and St. Louis County are working together to provide emergency services, both fire and ambulance, during construction. The 2018 Road Report was included in the agenda packet and is on file in the township office.
Fire Department: Constance Johnston read the 2018 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Report for 2018 and goals for 2019. There are 23 members of whom 14 are First Responders. CVFD respectfully requested $34,000 plus $6,000 for the rolling stock fund totaling $40,000 for contract year, 2020. The report was included in the agenda packet and is on file with the clerk in the township office. Megan Julin stated the Town Board was approached by Jeff Dulinski (CVFD) about purchasing and installing emergency 911 address signs. Many residents have signs that are outdated or improperly installed and some do not have signs. He provided information pertaining to a Firewise matching grant that is available to help with the cost. Bob Skafte (CVFD) affirmed members of the department will verify addresses and install signs. Replacing the signs would be beneficial to emergency responders and residents. 
Setting of the town levy. General Fund: Debbie Leppala motioned, supported by Claude Piguet that the general fund levy stay the same at $125,559. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:12 pm. 
Road & Bridge:  Don Triebwasser commented the Road & Bridge fund surpassed the $55,000 levy set in 2017. Will Keyes stated the spring of 2017 and 2018 were difficult due to road damage on Lily Lake Road and Cemetery Road that occurred during road restrictions. The Township had to pay St. Louis County Public Works for repairs because private entities can’t drive their equipment on roads during road restrictions. The Road & Bridge levy was raised $10,000 in 2017. Work that was completed on Kauppi Lake Road was supposed to be done earlier by a different contractor initially but was not able to get to it. By the time the Township was able to hire a different contractor to replace the culverts, they were failing and water was flowing across the road creating an emergency situation, increasing the repair cost substantially. Reclaiming shoulders on Kauppi Lake Road was also an added expense. Cotton Township was approached by KGM, the contractor that received the construction bid on the Comstock Lake Road bridge project. KGM would like to purchase material and place disposals in the gravel pit. The Board is hoping to make enough money to possibly eliminate the deficit in the road fund. Debbie Leppala motioned, supported by Constance Johnston to keep the Road & Bridge levy set at $55,000. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:14 pm. 

Total Cotton 2019 township levy is $180,559 collectible in 2020.

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Don Triebwasser to authorize Town Board to expend funds for historical town celebration and/or a general community celebration. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:16 pm. Limits will be determined by the Town Board.
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Bob Skafte to authorize Town Board to recognize retirees, volunteers and/or special service efforts. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:18 pm. Limits will be determined by the Town Board. 
Contributions made by the Town throughout the year include: Meadowlands Ambulance Service, St. Louis County Sherriff Rescue Squad, Old School Lives, National Community Night Out, Meadowlands Central St. Louis County Fair, South Ridge School Chemical Free All-Night Graduation Party, Cherry High School Chemical Free All-Night Graduation Party, South Ridge Panther Softball, South Ridge Panther Baseball, and Cotton Area Baseball. Don Triebwasser motioned, supported by Randy Yrjanson to authorize the Town Board to contract for health, social and recreational services from nonprofit organizations for a total of $10,000.00. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:20 pm.
The following were duly elected March 12, 2019:


Supervisor – three year term



Kyle Young

Treasurer – two year term

 

Calla Peterson
Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Steph Bergum to hold the 2020 annual meeting the second Tuesday in March at 8:30 p.m. (March 10, 2020) at the Cotton Community Center and if inclement weather the annual meeting will be held one week later. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:24 pm.
Debbie Leppala announced this is her last town election and annual meeting that she will be participating in as an elected official and thanked everyone for their support over the last 20 years as treasurer. Debbie has also been the janitor for the community center for 33 years. She was acknowledged for her hard work and dedication with flowers, cake and a plaque.  

As there was no further business, Debbie Leppala motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 9:25 p.m. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.








Respectfully submitted, 
    






______________________________        

                                                     


Town Clerk

______________________________

Moderator

