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COTTON ANNUAL TOWN MEETING                                                           March 10, 2020

The meeting was called to order by Clerk Megan Julin at approximately 8:30 p.m. in the Community Center, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 15 townspeople present. List on file with the clerk in the township office.

The clerk opened the floor for nominations of a moderator of the meeting. Steph Bergum motioned, supported by Sandi Nelson to nominate Kim Erickson as moderator. Are there any other nominations (3 times). As there are no other nominations a vote was taken for Kim Erickson to be moderator. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 8:33 pm. The moderator read the order of business for the annual meeting.   

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Janis Wendell to forgo reading the clerk’s minutes and approve the March 12, 2019 annual minutes as distributed. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 8:34 pm. Copy of the minutes are in the agenda packet and on file with the clerk in the township office.
Treasurer Peterson read the Board of Audit 2019 Financial Report. A copy of the Board of Audit 2019 Financial Report with the schedule 1, schedule 8, and cash control was distributed with the agenda. 
CLERK’S TOTALS FOR YEAR 2019 January 1 – December 31

Jan 1, 2019 
Balance of Funds

$119,631.18

Jan 1

Balance of Investments
    83,900.96

Jan 1

Balance w/ Investments
$203,532.14
2019

Total Yearly Receipts

$358,436.09

July
CD Sale + Interest into Checking 

$  10,001.26






$368,437.35

2019

Total Yearly Disbursements
$201,930.55

Dec 31

Balance of Funds

$286,137.98
Dec 31

Balance of Investments
    74,535.61
Dec 31, 2019
Balance w/ Investments
$360,673.59
RECEIPTS  

Regular Deposits




$135,924.10
Electronic Deposits



  222,240.67
Interest Checking Acct

         
       
         271.32
Receipts Accounted for              
             

  358,436.09
Investment Interest

  
         
         634.65
Sale of CD + Interest

          
   
    10,001.26 

Sale of CD


          

    40,000.00

Tfr Gen to Rd & Bridge
          

  
    30,000.00

Tfr Non Levy to Rd & Bridge        

  
    10,000.00


Total Receipts

     

              $449,072.00

Dec 31, 2018
Cash Balance Statement        
$449,072.00
 DISBURSEMENTS

Checks





$185,521.93

Electronic Debits




    16,408.62

Disbursements Accounted for


$201,930.55

Investment Interest

         

         634.65

Purchase CD




$  20,000.00

Purchase CD




$  20,000.00

Tfr Gen to Rd & Bridge



$  30,000.00

Tfr Non Levy to Rd & Bridge


$  10,000.00


Total Disbursements



$282,565.20

Dec 31, 2019
Cash Balance Statement

$282,565.20
INVESTMENTS - Jan 1, 2018


$  83,900.96


CD Interest

          

         567.52


Savings Interest           
          

           68.39


Total Interest Earned
      

         635.91



Interest deposited into checking
      
           -1.26



Total Interest in investments

         634.65



Sale of CDs



 $-50,000.00



Purchase of CDs



 $ 40,000.00

 

Dec 31, 2019



 $ 74,535.61


IMPREST FUND – Jan 1 – Dec 31, 2019


Receipts: Fax & Copies 


$         145.91


Disbursements: Postage & Money Orders
           145.91


Ending Balance



$           30.16


LAKE COUNTRY POWER CAPITAL CREDIT
$         232.90
Mary Anne Keough motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the 2019 Board of Audit Financial Report be approved as presented. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 8:41 pm. Board of Audit Copy on file with the clerk in the township office.
Review of 2019 Activities. 
Will Keyes reported a new furnace was installed in the community by Brent’s Heating and Cooling. The township converted from fuel oil to propane, which has proved to be cost effective. Larry Keough has completed many repairs and maintenance that would typically be contracted out. Larry and Mary Anne Keough were thanked for going above and beyond their duties. Sandi Nelson reported the Cotton Chronicle is using Forum Communications printing company. Forum offers color printing and handles circulation of the chronicle. Megan Julin reported there were no improvements to the park, just general maintenance. The amount of money in the park & rec fund is being built up for possible upgrades in the future. A list of 2019 highlights, current prices for lots and plots at the cemetery, and a copy of the Cotton Chronicle 2018 & 2019 financial comparison were included in the agenda packet and are on file in the township office.
Roads & Bridge: Tim Randall reported Cotton Township worked with Jake’s Companies LLC and McRae Land Improvements in 2019. Spring Road Review was completed in May by the Town Board and Clerk. Calcium Chloride was placed on roads to reduce dust. Road signs were placed on Lily Lake Rd, Rose Lake Rd and North Strand Lake Road. Gravel was placed per 2019 Road Review. McRae Land Improvements cleaned out the culvert plugged by beavers on Kauppi Lake road, excavated mud from ditch, and fabricated and installed metal screens on the culvert. Hage Road was brushed in December to accommodate St. Louis County Public Works snowplows. A contract was approved and signed in April with KGM Contractors, Inc. and Cotton Township to purchase material and place disposals in the Cotton Township gravel pit. KGM Contractors, Inc. paid the township $114,494.25 in December. Total import of spoils was 39,507 cubic yards @ $.25/cubic yard. Total export of gravel was 41,847 cubic yards @ $2.50/cubic yard. The total paid out in 2019 for Road & Bridge was $69,727.87. The 2019 Road Report was included in the agenda packet and is on file in the township office.

Fire Department: Constance Johnston read the 2019 Cotton Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) Report for 2019 and goals for 2020. There are 23 members of whom 12 are First Responders. CVFD respectfully requested $34,000 plus $6,000 for the rolling stock fund totaling $40,000 for contract year, 2021. The report was included in the agenda packet and is on file with the clerk in the township office. Cotton Township is working with CVFD through a Firewise matching grant to install emergency 911 address signs in Cotton Township. Many residents have signs that are outdated or improperly installed and some do not have signs. Larry and Mary Anne Keough verified about 100 addresses in 2019 and (CVFD) will install signs and perform fire evaluations in 2020. Replacing the signs would be beneficial to emergency responders and residents. Discussion on staging zone and dry hydrant project on Comstock Lake Road. CVFD is looking into permitting for dry hydrant. Discussion on who owns the land. Cotton township does not own the land, CVFD might be leasing the land from St. Louis County. Power lines will be removed and seed planted. 
Setting of the town levy. General Fund: Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Janis Wendell that the general fund levy stay the same at $125,559. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:08 pm. 
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Constance Johnston to keep the Road & Bridge levy set at $55,000. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:09 pm. 

Total Cotton 2020 township levy is $180,559 collectible in 2021.

Sandi Nelson motioned, supported by Will Keyes to authorize Town Board to expend funds for historical town celebration and/or a general community celebration. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:10 pm. Limits will be determined by the Town Board.
Janis Wendell motioned, supported by Mary Anne Keough to authorize Town Board to recognize retirees, volunteers and/or special service efforts. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:10 pm. Limits will be determined by the Town Board. 
Contributions made by the Town throughout the year include: Meadowlands Ambulance Service, St. Louis County Sherriff’s Volunteer Rescue Squad, Old School Lives, National Community Night Out, Meadowlands Central St. Louis County Fair, Constance Johnston motioned, supported by Will Keyes to authorize the Town Board to contract for health, social and recreational services from nonprofit organizations for a total of $10,000.00. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:10 pm.
The following were duly elected March 10, 2020:


Supervisor – three year term



Jared Mevissen

Supervisor – two year term



Tim Randall


Clerk – two year term

 


Megan Julin
Tim Randall motioned, supported by Steph Bergum to hold the 2021 annual meeting the second Tuesday in March at 8:30 p.m. (March 09, 2021) at the Cotton Community Center and if inclement weather the annual meeting will be held one week later. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED at 9:12 pm.
As there was no further business, Steph Bergum motioned, supported by Will Keyes that the meeting be adjourned at 9:13 p.m. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.








Respectfully submitted, 
    






______________________________        

                                                     


Town Clerk

______________________________

Moderator

